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One of the most stylish boutique hotel in Galle, ‘
offering the indulgent luxuries of a private villa,
with five star service. air-conditioned and very
individual suites with breathtaking panoramic
views of palm fringed jungle and the KK tea estate.

KAHANDA KANDA

Angulugaha, Galle. Sri Lanka.

Tel: +94 (0) 91 494 3700, +94 (0) 91 228 6717
Mob: +94 (0) 77 342 9555

E-mail: info@kahandakanda.com

Web: www.kahandakanda.com
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KK Beach is a contemporary and stylish beachfront
boutique hotel which offers delicious food,

as well as superbly comfortable accommodation.
Located right on the beach, KK beach is a must.

KK BEACH

Matara Road, Habaraduwa, Galle. Sti Lanka.
Tel: +94 (0) 91 494 4582 Mob: +94 (0) 77 203 55
E-mail: info@kkbeach.com

Web: www.kkbeach.com




Editorial

Since the launch of the inaugural issue of EQUALITY in
December 2016, much has happened making me
hopeful for a positive change and fearful of a slide into
further intolerance and hate. A small spark was ignited
by a policy document known as the National Human
Rights Action Plan 2017-2022[“NHRAP”] which resulted
in LGBTIQ issues being fast tracked into mainstream
media, policy discourse and public opinion.

In November 2016, we submitted recommendations to
be included in the draft NHRAP, with little hope that
these recommendations to eliminate discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity
would be included in the NHRAP.

However, in January, the news broke that these
recommendations had been included and that they had,
unsurprisingly, been vehemently rejected by the Cabinet
of Ministers. Adding fuel to the fire, the media reported
that these requirements were solely the result of
conditions imposed by the European Union to grant Sri
Lanka the trade concession GSP+. This unfortunately led
to numerous statements that non-discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation or gender identity is culturally
inappropriate in Sri Lanka due to being a “Western
import”.

While it was disappointing to hear that our
‘representatives’ only represent persons fitting into a
purely hetero-normative value system, these largely
negative statements made by certain Members of
Parliament resulted in the mainstreaming of LGBTIQ
issues in the media and some public support on social
media sites.

In February the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), highlighted
the need for Sri Lanka to take steps to repeal laws
inconsistent with the fundamental rights provisions of
our Constitution, and to eliminate the discrimination of
women in particular on the basis of their sexual
orientation and gender identity. The coverage of these
recommendations and the spotlight directed at the
poorly prepared delegation for the Sri Lankan
government is a step in the right direction.

The people have the right to know what decisions are
being made for their ‘betterment’. The public
condemnations and approvals is resulting in
conversation. Matters pertaining to sexual orientation
and gender identity used to be taboo and discussed in

hushed voices, if at all. Not anymore. This is a landmark
for the struggle for LGBTIQ rights in Sri Lanka. Only
through conversation can we identify and accept that as
a society we have a problem. Only through acceptance
can we eventually resolve the problem!

The 134 Campaign was launched to accelerate the rate
at which LGBTIQ issues are being discussed and to
educate Sri Lankans about the root of most of the evil
faced by the LGBTIQ community; Sections 365 and 365A
of the Penal Code of Sri Lanka. An analysis of the issues
arising as a result of criminalization, (even of an
unenforced law) and the suitability of laws in policing
consensual and private conduct is beyond the scope of
this editorial and a single event. This is why the
Campaign 134 is following a multi-pronged approach to
prompt people to think about such issues and come to a
rational conclusion- that criminalization of sexual
orientation/gender identity merely creates problems
and solves none.

George Bernard Shaw has said that, “Progress is
impossible without change and those who cannot
change their minds cannot change anything.”

Enjoy this issue of EQUALITY! And do join us at IDAHOT
(17th May) and Colombo PRIDE 2017 (15-25 June 2017).

In solidarity,

Rosanna Flamer-Caldera
Executive Director
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n December 2016, EQUAL GROUND launched
EQUALITY, a life style magazine that doesn’t only reflect
social norms and predictable content; but is a
revolutionary, ground breaking and life changing
periodical that provokes thought and discussion,
provides information and educates readers. We wanted
to expand - not just the readership of the old ‘Rainbow
News’ newsletter, but minds as well — creating an
interesting, Sri Lankan LGBTIQ interest periodical that
will inform and bring to light the creativity of our
community while underlining the issues facing LGBTIQ
persons in this country.

EQUALITY is the first of its kind in Sri Lanka! The
magazine is distributed locally and internationally,
free of charge, to businesses, diplomatic missions,
NGOs and others - it is currently in all of the
Cinnamon Hotels and Resorts across the island. A
modest 1,000 issues are printed every three months;
however, we plan to increase our output to at least
5000 by the end of 2017. International distribution is
conducted via our website (close to 1 million hits
each year), Social media (average of 100,000 views on
Facebook per month) and at international
conferences, seminars and meetings.

To advertise or contribute content to EQUALITY,
please get in touch with Dhanushka Rajaratnam at
il dhanushkaR@equalgroundsrilanka.com or call
011-2805187.
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international

Women

QUAL GROUND’s International
Women'’s Day celebration was held on March
8, 2017 at the Hotel Taj Samudra with the
participation of a large gathering of
professionals from various fields, activists and
community members. Four women leaders
from different fields addressed the esteemed
gathering highlighting the importance of
protecting diversity in gender identity and
sexual orientation of persons.

Mrs. Ambika Satkunanathan, Commissioner,
Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka, Her
Excellency Shelley Whiting, the High

Commissioner for Canada, Her Excellency
Rubina Marks, the High Commissioner for
South Africa and Ms. Lakmali Kothalawala
EQUAL GROUND activist and our Project
Officer delivered speeches at the event.

5 Jay

The high point of the event was the launch of the

‘134 campaign’. EQUAL GROUND Executive
Director Ms. Rosanna Flamer-Caldera officially
launched the campaign while explaining the
objective. Many participants signed the
campaign at the event.

A core component of the ‘134 Campaign’ launch

~ was the unveiling of its masoct, Abhimani the

elephant. All participants at the event wrote

* their thoughts about a free and just society on a

‘post it’ paper and pasted it on Abhimani. Abi
symbolises the strength to fight for equality,
push through stigma, xenophobia and ignorance
to allow the LGBTIQ community of Sri Lanka to
live with dignity.
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QUAL GROUND launched a campaign on
March 08, 2017 (International Women’s Day) titled
the ‘134 campaign’ — a multifaceted campaign to
raise awareness on the misuse of archaic penal
codes to marginalise, violate and discriminate
LGBTIQ persons in this country. The campaign
calls on the public to do one or all of the following:

1.SIGN THE PETITION

(https.//www.causes.com/actions/1787717-sign-the-
petition-to-government-of-sri-lanka-president-of-sri-1
anka-prime-minister-of-sri-lanka-ministry-of-justice-
ministry-of-law-and)

2.VIDEOS - because a video speaks volumes

3.POP-UP EVENTS - A great excuse to meet
people, discuss great ideas and change the world

4 PROMOTIONAL PARAPHERNALIA - care about
it? wear it.

5.TALK ABOUT IT - if you know someone who
knows someone who can do something, we want to
know that someone

6.JOIN OUR FACEBOOK PAGE - support the
campaign, be privy to news and other information
and show the Sri Lankan Government that this is
important to you — to protest against discrimination
on a mass scale of those of different sexual
orientations and gender identities. Link:
https://www.facebook.com/134campaign/?ref=book

marks - join now

EQUAL GROUND is happy to assist with
video-making, pop up events, paraphernalia and so
on. We have Stickers and Badges that can be
distributed at Pop ups and discussions.

Be a part of the 134 Campaign!

[@elamore information email
EeliEIcound@gmail.com or call us at 011-2805187




‘-
[N

QUAL GROUND's International Human Rights Day
on-line campaign started on November 25, 2016 parallel to the ‘16 days
of activism against gender based violence’ campaign launched
internationally. The 16 days of activism campaign ended on December
10, Human Rights Day.

The multi-faceted campaign included videos of activists, supporter and
community members commenting on the importance of eliminating
gender based violence and graphics and posters that were uploaded on
to the EQUAL GROUND Facebook page on a daily basis.

(2nd Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4 months ago * 17 views

The '16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' starts
on November 25, the International Day for the

(10th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4 months ago * 30 views

The 16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' starts
§ on November 25, the International Day for the

(14th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

3 months ago * 19 views

“ The '16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign'starts
on November 25, the International Day for the

(4th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground
4 months ago -
The "16 days of Activism against Gen
on November 25, the International Day
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sed Violence Campaign’ sta
he

(5th Day) The ‘16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4 months ago * 66 v
The 16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' st
on November 25, the International Day for the

(3rd Day) The ‘16 days of Activism against

Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4months ago - 90 views

The "16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' sté
on November 25, the International Day for the

(8th Day) The ‘16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4 months ago - 42 views
The ‘16 days of Activism against Gen
on November 25, the International Day

ews

sed Violence Campaign’ sta

(6th Day) The “16 days of Activism against

Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4 months ago -
days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' starts

wember 25, the International Day for the

views

on No

(9th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4months ago - 10 views
B The 16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' starts
on November 25, the International Day for the

(1st Day) The ‘16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4months ago - 25 views

The ‘16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' starts
on November 25, the Interational Day for the

(13th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

3 months ago + 122 views

The ‘16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' starts
on November 25, the International Day for the

(11th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

4months ago - 49 views

The 16 days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign' starts
Bl on November 25, the International Day for the

(15th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

2| equal ground

3months ago - 49 views

The ‘16 days of Activism against Gender
on November 25, the International Day f

d Violence Campaign' starts

(12th Day) The “16 days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign

equal ground

3 months ago + 65 views

The '16 days of Activism against Gende:
on November 25, the International Day for the

iolence Campaign’ sta
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) Mount Lavinia Railway Station

Ladles Waiting Room

gets a new face lift

MLH hands over refurbished facilities

olombo, March 2017: Women across the world to the pub[ic to mark Women’s Day
are celebrated and appreciated on 8th of March, and

Mount Lavinia Hotel also joined in this celebration. “The
difference is we wanted to do something sustainable for
women” says Bazeer Cassim, Group General Manager of
the Mount Lavinia Hotel. With this in mind MLH took the «
initiative to refurbish the dilapidated Ladies’ Waiting. ¢
Room at the Mount Lavinia Railway Station and hand it
over to the public this Women’s Day. MLH carried out -
this project as the first phase of a project to renovate the: i
Mount Lavinia Railway Station as a part of |ts Cor] ate N
Social Responsibility (CSR) efforts.
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The Mount Lavinia Railway Station is a transitipoint to
thousands of commuters daily; including worki
and tourists. Through this project, MLH a@ims t@ uplift the
community, and ensure the safety and cumfo
hundreds of commuters who regularly pplhze t
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Master at the Mount Lavmla Rallway§
Kumara pointed out that “Constructic f
room for women was a dire need at the rai
There are ladies travelling for work, expec
school children and students, mothers with children as
well as female tourists who regularly pass through this
station. There are over a hundred stops at the station
daily. The lack of a safe waiting area for all womenwas ..
felt by many. Thanks to Mount Lavinia Hotel, now that
problem is solved.”
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MLH Group General Manager Cassim also adds that “We are
responsible for each other’s well being and Mount Lavinia
Hotel always recognizes the need to uplift the community.
When we visited the Railway Station for a project last year
for a CSR project on World Tourism Day, we saw the dire
need for a resting area for women; who travel to the station
after a long journey or wait for awhile to catch their next
train. We truly believe that this is a sustainable project that
will help all women travelling through this station and this
will ensure their safety and comfort”.

The newly improved Ladies’ Waiting Room at the Mount
Lavinia Railway Station was declared open by the Principle of
the Girls High School Mount Lavinia H. A. Gayani Princely
who reiterated that, “It is truly commendable that the
Mount Lavinia Hotel took a initiative of this nature to uplift
the standards of the women and the community, without
limiting this day to just another event filled with speeches”.
Among the other dignitaries present at the event were
Resident Manager Harinda Weeerasinghe of Mount Lavinia
Hotel; V.S Polwatte Deputy Operating Superintendent and
Nalaka Bandara, Additional General Manager — Operations
Sri Lanka Railways. The refurbished Ladies’ Waiting Room is
equipped with facilities such as washrooms, changing areas
for females and children, while MLH will also assign a
dedicated person to maintain the cleanliness of the waiting
room. Additional measures have also been taken to ensure
the safety of women utilizing the waiting room at the Mount
Lavinia Railway Station.




“Gilbert Baker, Gay Activist Who
Created the Rainbow Flag, Dies at 65”

screamed the headlines in a Facebook post by Sahran a
few days ago — Thursday 30*" March 2017. It was Sarhan
who first introduced me to Gilbert in Brussels in 2008 at

the Pride Parade which we both took part in —holding his
hugely long rainbow flag a loft at the front of the parade
throughout the march! It took almost 50 persons to

carry this flag, it was that big! But Gilbert was just such
a person — BIG! Not in stature but in the things he did
and said. His flags were never small things, but large
symbols of LGBTIQ Pride and freedom. Today, across the
globe, we all fly the rainbow flag at our pride festivals
and other events, we have them permanently placed in
our organisation offices, they are chalked on the roads,
they are everywhere — all as a symbol of Gay Pride and
unity. The Rainbow flag has also adorned the Empire
State Building, the White House and other prominent
places at one time or the other. This was his massive
contribution to the movement and he will be always
remembered for this. But there’s more to the man than
meets the eye.

He moved to San Francisco during his younger
years and it was Harvey Milk in fact that urged
Gilbert to design something that the Queer
community could proudly hold aloft as a symbol
that represented us all. He spent time in the
Army as a nurse during the Vietnam war and has
traveled the world as an ambassador of the
LGBTIQ community with his rainbow flags — big
and small — made particularly for each and every
PRIDE parade he attended. He was an artist and
designer. Gilbert was nothing but flamboyant—in
the way he dressed, the way he spoke, the way he
carried himself. He was friendly, kind and
hospitable. | had the pleasure of visiting his
home on the upper west side in 2015. It was like
falling into Gilbert Fairy land! His basement was
used primarily to design, cut and sew his many
creations, paint his amazing vison on canvas and
of course to generally hang out in. He had more
than 6 sewing machines and cutting stations,
fabric and half-finished flags that were scattered
everywhere! One day, Gilbert decided the City’s
attempt at landscaping his street was atrocious
so he went around painting the boulders in
rainbow colours just to liven the street up! He
was a caution that man!

| had the privilege of knowing him and seeing him in his element.
Rest in peace Gilbert Baker — you will be missed! And when the
Angels came to get you, no doubt the first thing you did was hand
them a Rainbow Flag so that it would fly high in heaven — just like
you!




Car company Holden flies its rainbow colours
at Grand Prix

Th recent Formula One Australian Grand Prix. The rainbow-coloured car was designed
e Ca r to send a pro-LGBTI message to the global Formula One audience. The Commodore
V8 racer was on the Brad Jones Racing team and driven by Nick Percat in March.

CO' I I pa ny Even though Holden has publicly backed marriage equality previously it said this car

. . d was about achieving broader equality. The slogan ‘supporting equality’ adorned the
Sa I d It Stl I | car, including on its roof. “The unmissable rainbow colours on the Holden
Commodore are all about supporting equality of people, no matter their race,
gender, or sexual preference” a statement from the Brad Jones Racing team read

h ad WO rk “It is not a stance on any issue in particular, but of equality in all its forms, diversity,

and equal opportunity for all. When Brad Jones Racing had the idea to run the

to do on
Holden and
I'G TI LGBTI issues

ISS u es b ut Holden is no stranger to supporting LGBTI issues. This year it provided a number of
y . . . , .

vehicles to the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras parade. “We’re so excited to

Wa n te d to show our support as the automotive partner of this year’s Mardi Gras,” said
Holden’s executive director of Human Resources, Ashley Winnett. “At Holden, we
= believe in equal rights for all and to be in solidarity with a community where our
S h OW It employees are already a part of. It means a lot. We know Holden isn’t perfect and

we still have a long way to go but we’re out and we’re proud. Holden is looking

S u p po r'ts forward to showing support to our friends, colleagues and families in the LGBT+
N | community.”
eq u aI Ity If\ \ Source : http://www.gaystarnews.com
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Victona

@ Nairobi W ostorn

ouching down at Jomo Kenyatta airport for the
first time in 30 years or more was thrilling. When my
driver picked me up and greeted me with a big smile and
hearty “Jambo”, | knew | was going to have a great time!
| was going on Safari and meeting my good friend Naima
as well. | was to stay with her in Langata, a suburb of
Nairobi. This was to be my base camp, so to speak. |
hired a driver for my first trip which was to be Amboseli.
It was a long dusty drive but | enjoyed seeing the
countryside which had changed so much since | was last
there. Athi river for example, was just open grassland

it. My friend% had™
v a small'farm house and ﬁe‘ 1 had visitors
like giraffe, Tommies (Thomson's gazelle), lion and a

poisonous snake or two; like the puff adder in her
library! Now it was over commercialized and full of =«

TANZANIA

i

re | S

. concrete. .
. | reached Kibo Safari Camp in Amboseli at lunchtime. A

cold Tusker beer and sandwiches and | was off on my
first game run. Amboseli is located in Loitoktok District,
in the Rift Valley Province of Kenya. The park is 39,206
hectares (392 km2; 151 sq. mi) in size at the core of an
8,000 square kilometres (3,100 sg. mi) ecosystem that
spreads across the Kenya-Tanzania border. Big!! Mount
Kilamanjaro rises above it with all its splendor making it
the perfect backdrop for game photography. | believe |
spent almost 4 hours driving through the park that day.
For an $80 ticket to the park, one is allowed to go out
and come in twice for the day.

Walkabout"
with Rosanna




The next day | was out for almost 6 hours and
would have gone back for more had my vehicle
not broken down. | was shooting pictures left
right and center and got some beautiful shots
of Elephant, Hippo, Giraffe, Buffalo, and other
animals. Alas, the elusive leopard and cheetah
were not to be seen. Unfortunately, the Rhino
is extinct at this park which is such a shame.

One of the highlights of my trip was to visit with
Cynthia Moss at her camp in the middle of
Amboseli. Cynthia is world known for her
research on elephants and her interventions to
reduce poaching these beautiful and majestic
animals. Unlike Sri Lankan elephants, all African
elephants have tusks which are prized by
poachers. One of the reasons the rhino is fast
facing extinction in Africa is poaching. Poaching
for rhino horn has escalated in the past decade.
It is driven by the demand for rhino horn in
Asian countries such as Vietnam who use it in
traditional Chinese medicine. It is also used as
a symbol of wealth and success. The sad nature
of man and his desire to kill for his own
gratification.

With Cynthia Moss

Cynthia has been studying and researching the same population of
elephants in Amboseli for over 40 years! She specializes in African
elephant family structure, life cycle and behavior. She is the director of the
Amboseli Elephant Research Project in Kenya, and is Program Director and
Trustee for the Amboseli Trust for Elephants. | was really thrilled to sit and
chat with her. She was very interested in the work | do in Sri Lanka with
EQUAL GROUND and we promised to stay in touch. | marveled at her
commitment, passion and dedication to these lovely animals; such a very
worthy endeavour.

Male and female ostrich Amboseli

river in spate, it has m
tent for a look see!

Amboseli




My driver was actually the best driver and tracker | had
encountered. On our first game drive that afternoon we
spotted 2 cheetah hunting. It was quite far away but still
visible to the naked eye, although his naked eye was
much better than mine!!! Game was plentiful although
lions were few and far between. In fact the only sighting
for me was this enormous male, just sitting under a thorn
tree, relaxed as can be! Tsavo West faces the same issue
as Amboseli. No Rhino! So, sad. |am glad that | had
managed to see Rhino when | first visited k
years of

Kilamanjaro
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FREEZING AND FRAMING <

REALITY

“Taking an image, ﬁfeez'mg
a moment, reveals how
rich Veali’cy tmly s.”

- Anonymous

ow often have you wished that you had a way to
escape the mundane, soul-sucking rat race that we are in, only
to discover that even escapes require time, commitment and in
many instances a natural talent?

Our models for this issue of EQUALITY, Supun Thrikawala and
Suranga Prabath have conventional day jobs like most of us.
Supun is a business intelligence engineer with close to 10 years
of experience in the IT industry and Suranga is involved in
the management and direction of a leading Norway
based non-governmental organization which sponsors
underprivileged and orphaned children in Sri Lanka, India and
Thailand.



Supun
0777353008

For more information and updates
about photography,
please check out and follow:

Suranga
0777676948
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790¢ kaacha

f kaachaphotography

@ www.kaacha.com
© 2013. kaacha photography.

When Supun and Suranga met in In 2012, they established the
2010, they discovered that they brand in order to engage
shared a common interest and in commercial work. The name
passion for photography. This was suggested to them
discovery led them to purchase by their friend Denver Peterson
their first camera together, a point and means in Sinhala.

and shoot digital camera to be

used during their first trip to Kandy. [REIUIglal-STe1 (RN isI-RaYelelyqlo LI (o]
photography arena required some
In 2011 they bought their first intensive  retail therapy to
DSLR, a Nikon D3000 and taught purchase more advanced cameras
themselves advanced photography such as a Nikon D7000, tripods,
techniques. It was during this various filters and remote triggers.
period that they each discovered Armed with these tools, Supun and
that Supun was particularly skilled Suranga have  photographed
at capturing candid moments events for organizations such as
whilst Suranga’s strengths were in EQUAL GROUND and participated
taking scenic photographs, with in numerous photography and
both being equally skilled in visual art exhibitions such as PIX
glamour photography. (Pride 2015) and CEPA.

Both Supun and Suranga were Through Kaacha and photography,
introduced to photography as Supun and Suranga are pushing the
children, "l always had the passion boundaries on conventional
for photography. | became quite photography. In addition to their
enthusiastic about it when my commercial endeavours they are
father bought me this point and using visual art as a vehicle for
shoot film camera. | kind of change in relation to the issues
became the photographer of the faced by Sri Lankan society.

family at events, trips and you

name it" said Supun.

"I loved art, especially painting and
crafts. When my grandmothers
gifted me a point and shoot film
camera, that became my newest
medium for doing art”, reminisced ) )
Suranga, highlighting the impact o 1%,
little actions during a person’s

childhood have in later years.

e / '
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G raffiti and Street Art never ceases to hold my

attention wherever | travel. | love the fact that people
take the time to spray messages, draw some very
intricate and beautiful designs and give it to the people
of the city to view. | feel Graffiti and Street Art is the
lifeblood of every city so it’s nice to photograph some of
the more intricate and beautifully done art on the street!
No matter what it is sprayed on. Some of my favourites
are pictured here.

So, what exactly is Graffiti? Graffiti is described as
scribbled, scratched, or painted writing or drawings by
those wanting to convey a message of sorts or to
highlight their creativity as an artist. Mostly unlawfully
done on a wall or other surface and most often within
view of the public, Graffiti has become, over the years,
more intricate, bolder and very artistic.
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JOURNALINE
JOURNEYS AN SKIN

he oldest of evidence of injecting ink into
the dermis of the skin either as a form of bodily
adornment or identification is found on ‘Iceman’ the
5,200 year old frozen mummy found on the
Italian-Austrian border in 1991. Female Egyptian
mummies circa 2,000 BC have also been found with
dotted, net like patterns tattooed around their
abdomen, breasts and thighs.

Tattoos and those sporting tattoos are generally
negatively stereotyped. Shashi Weerasekara, a
leading tattoo artist we spoke to, had this to say
about the negative perception of tattoos

Many people in Sri Lanka are narrow minded,
they accept and share incorrect information, about
anything and everything, without making any
inquiries about their correctness. People say tattoos

{

' ’ are against our culture but whose culture are we
talking about? My great grandfather had two tattoos!
Tattooing was even used to treat symptoms of
hiriwathaya. People get tattooed for numerous

reasons, not just because they are members of gangs
or winning a drunken dare!

F@R TH@@E PL&@NNUN& * Research your design, tattoo artist *Cost should not be sole deciding

d decide on placement well in factor. Remember that a tattoo
B e ElR FIRS agdvance. Spontaneity is well and Al ;
T T TREIR FIRST *Start\ good. but',ayou i %t carry the. /*Wnen is a lifelong investment. If the
small and \ consequences of a poorly /¢ actin price sounds too good to
move on to researched tattoo for the t ttg be true- it isn’t!
bigger things. \ rest of your life! a;/t?sutr ase?gct
This is to ’

understand your Someoned Vého IE
body such as how fast it f Iject()jmmen e f yd
heals, how much pain you riends or online an

can tolerate in one sitting. whose portfolio you can
view in advance. You are

*Avoid more sensitive areas such trusting your body to be
as the back of the knee, groin area, permanently marked by the tattoo
elbow and ribs when getting your first artist. Choose someone you are

tattoo comfortable with.

LETTING YOUR BIRET TATTAS 15 4 LIFELANS LANRITHNENT AND
SHAULDYN T BE TAREN LIGHTLY



*Make your appointment at least a
week in advance and don’t forget to
reconfirm your appointment the
day before.

*Most importantly,
make the decision to
get a tattoo for the
right reasons
-because YOU

want it.

Shashi embarked on his unconventional career as a tattoo artist at
the age of 17 by tattooing himself with a tattoo gun he made
himself. “ | decided to do it on myself so that | could
understand how deep the needle should go and how much

pain it would cause to get a particular effect. | didn’t

want to ruin someone else’s skin doing my
experiments”.

Following his successful experiment, Shashi’s
friends trusted him with small tattoos
through which he was able to improve

his technique and after a while his
cousins from Japan helped him

obtain a commercial tattoo gun.
“Around 9 years ago, my friend Lahiru went
under the needle to get a large tattoo..my
first. You could say he was my first victim” jokes
Shashi. Shashi even opened a tattoo parlour in the
heart of Colombo but due to the flippant attitude of the
people who visited his shop, closed and now operates
solely on appointment basis.

Shashi credits his mother for recognizing and nurturing his artistic

abilities from when he was just a toddler. “Once my mom saw that |

was a creative guy she made sure that | developed myself as an artist. She
even held onto the first pencil line | drew and continued to collect my
artwork throughout my schooling. She didn’t try to force me to go into the
science or commerce streams just because that was what everyone else was doing.
For letting me develop my passion, | will be eternally indebted to my mom”.

Anyone one can inject ink into skin, artists need to marry natural talent and dedication.
Shashi continues to sketch, sculpt and engage in make-up application which allows for
continuous improvement, and making him one of the most sought after tattoo artists in Sri Lanka.



. We got nothing but |
® PRIDE

Colombo PRIDE’s
first music video for the song

‘Nothing but PRIDE’
Sri Lanka’s first LGBTIQ music video

is an EQUAL GROUND production
made in collaboration with IFilm SriLanka
and Odyssey Studio.

Music : Shamin feat Shaun P. & Mishi
Lyrics : Rosanna Flamer-Caldera.

We thank all those who lent a hand to make this video !




I hese 11 Indian movies

bravely attempted to trigger ; \ . ) Fire(1996)
an attitudinal Change in 31 < . At the time ‘The Fire’ was screened the

] > social shock was not limited to the
SOCIety about | GB e A S Indian subcontinent. It shook the entire
- - o = | world. It was considered as a strong
persons. The stories depict : attempt that helped mainstreaming
love |Onging and Strugg|e of homosexuality. It tells a tale woven
’ around a lesbian relationship. It is still
these men and women very considered one of the rarest moves in
sensitively. They were not just nian cinema [t fade a daring attemt
) ‘ o change patriarchal force prevalent in
pastel coloured romantic aat . the society.
movies but real time stories of i
the actual world with shocking 2 My Brother Nikhil (2005)
revelations. These movies =
h|gh||g hted the importance of . This movie depicts homosexuality as a
i : ; ' natural human relationship and
breaklng the stereotypes and ! attempts to erase the social stigma and
- 4 discrimination. It tries to criticize the

Creatlng SRIOCHESSs ) social norm that frames homosexuality
tolerant and humane SOCiety_ as something abnormal or as a dirty

oo raow pius joke.
vy broter... Nivil

Cage) ( D) GeEs=)

[ AM s o O CHAVUA Y MEHA SUYGTA NGO ANSH WOO! | Am (2010)

‘ AB%@ OMAI

y This movie spoke about different social tiers including the life of
e @ a gay person in its segment ‘l am Omar’. It spoke volumes about
7 ‘A ‘ this gay person’s life in Mumbai and discrimination he faced.
: > The sexual harassment, blackmailing law enforcement agencies

: ; of gay persons was a shocking revelation.




Margarita With A Straw (2014)

This is an extraordinary film that speak about sexuality of differently abled persons. It
attempts to show that differently abled persons also have human feelings just like the
majority of the society. It is an honest and refreshing approach made by the Indian film
industry.

Bombay Boys (1998)

This is one of the first gay films produced by the Indian film industry creating a serious
discussion about homosexuality in an urban context. It talks about three Non
Residential Indians visiting Bombay (Mumbai) and exploring social space to be
themselves. The film criticizes the stereotypical mentality about homosexual men.

Mitrachi Goshta [A Friend’s Story] (1981)

This not so popular Marathi film bravely talk about lesbianism at a time it
was a total taboo. It never received proper appreciation but the
controversy it created is believed to have paved the path for the Indian
cinema to talk about the LGBTIQ persons and the related social stigma

Arekti Premer Golpo
[Just another love story ] (2010)

A film woven around a love affair between two girls, daringly
criticizes the social barriers that prohibits a person from

e , & : escaping from male-female unions. This Malayalam film is
B U WO 16 151 A based on a novel by author V.T. Nandakumar. It was great
&1 attempt in breaking stereotypical social norms.

Sancharram [The Journey] (2004)

Another beautiful Malayalam film that is a love story
between two girls from their childhood. It criticizes the
narrow minded social attitudes towards lesbianism and the
pain and depression a woman undergoes when she is unable
to be her self and lead the life she wants and be happy.

Aligarh (2016)

This is a movie that shocked the nation. Inspired by the real
life tragedies of 64 year old Professor Siras who was the
professor of Marathi language in the University of Aligarh. He
was suspended by the University authorities for being a
homosexual. The movie largely speak about the physical and
psychological torture Siras had to encounter due to his sexual
preference. The film is seen through the eyes of the journalist
Dipu Sebastian who tried to bring justice to the victimized
Professor through his stories. The film heavily criticizes the
social, cultural and legal narrow minded approach towards
differences in sexual orientation.




sdcially . |
responsible

ciizen

It is
becoming
almost
indispensable
to our

human
existence.
We all use it,
often hardly
noticing it's
there.

ot

he recent man-made
disaster in Meethotamulla
highlighted a growing problem in
developing countries such as ours.
Increasing disposable income and
availability of cheap and convenient
plastic products catering to the
rapid pace of urban life has resulted
in more non-biodegradable waste
filling land-fills or open garbage
dumps. A top down solution to this
issue is either a complete or partial
ban on plastic products or certain
types of plastic products (single-use
plastics/ non-biodegradable
plastics) similar to those taken by
the city of New Delhi or countries
such as Rwanda (and of course
suitable solid waste management).
However, this would require strong
political leadership to be introduced
and an even stronger enforcement
mechanisms to implement.

A simpler solution would be a
bottom-up approach , where each
and every person in the country
polices their use of plastic on a day
to day basis and take steps to either
reduce, reuse or recycle plastics.
Unfortunately, this means that
people are going to have to be more
organized and mindful of what they
buy but it could create a positive
impact on our environment and
ultimately on our lives.

Y,
Vol

1 e Use reusable bags.

We have access to so many
durable and beautiful bags
made from numerous
eco-friendly materials such as
jute and cotton.

0

bottles, cups, plates, cutlery
or straws.

e Pack your lunch in
reusable boxes. Just think
about how many
lunch-sheets we go through
every day.

° Avoid  beverages

sold in plastic bottles. Your
waistline will thank you for it
too!

5 e Sort your trash and

dispose of it responsibly.

“Qp;
6 e Ask yourself if you

actually need something. Just
because it’s cheap doesn’t
mean you need it. All your
impulse buys get dumped in
the trash at some point.




EQUALITY’s culinary column

OV°

1 Pineapple sliced / 250g Jaggery (grated)

230g Flour / 230g Sugar
115g Butter/margarine /4 Eggs
1 tsp Baking powder /1 tbs Vanilla

Upside-down cakes have a long history going back to the Middle Ages
where a variety of fruit and nuts were used to line the bottom of cast iron
skillets and batter poured onto the layer of fruit and then cooked over an
open flame. This cooking technique served two purposes- the most
obvious being decorative and the other being the flavour imparted to the
cake while the fruit caramelised due to the cooking process. A variety of
fruit was used such as cherries, apricots and plums (pineapple not being
commonly available in Europe).

The use of pineapple for an upside down cake was popularised in the
1900s with the availability of affordable sliced and canned pineapples. The
pineapple upside down recipe featured in this issue has a unique Sri
Lankan twist to it- the use of kithul jaggery creating a distinct flavour.

METHOD :

Pinch of salt /extra butter to grease and dot

cherries for decoration

This recipe was used with permission and taken from
http://tosakanth.blogspot.com/

to order the most delcious roast paan's in town!

Also visit https://www.facebook.com/tosakanthsroastpaan/



Mount
Lavinia
Hotel

On this Poya Day experience a special = Poya Lunch Buffet
edition meal crafted to leave you feeling w Inclusive of Pool and
healthy, satisfied and nourished. Beach Access
Choose from a wide array of dishes = LKR 2,000/ - nett
and savour the flavour of a truly vegan 12:30pm - 3:00pm

meal. = Reservations : 0112 711 711
Ext : 1425
I
TheGovernor's
ReESYWA U R AN b
*Conditions apply
MLHG | P

IS0 22000 2>
A member of the Mount Lavinia Hotel Group, Sri Lanka IsoEc: 7021 L e
www.mountlaviniahotelgroup.com
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EQUAL GROUND giemwoiiiesr gieuBsha ol o Meniosel Her @eienevest LIFamyg
LD 2016 Spib pewi(h BEUDLIT TGO 25 b Had SpJbULTag. FiouGsHa
fHwms QaTLmsIUlL “‘ureder SiglumLuieomet auaiwenm LNFeTrsHaHIHE & Tmet
16 BT &6 BLAIQHMBHEG  FIOMHSIOTEC @G SLTDISHIULL & BbHSH 16

BT &6 [BLOUQHMBWTIGH DS 2 Menidd6iT Heuriomeot QFIDUT 1oTHD 10

Spd Had WamL b

UmeVlesl SIQLILIML UT6VTEI  UGTI(LPMMEBM6N @LOGHSH6N (LPHSWIG S0 LDM
BHHHHHHM6N CauefulBLd DLTEUEOTHET, DLHTUTENTHET HMILD FeLps

o miiferiseie ailgBuITéaser, aienyULBIGeT (Graphics) wmmib
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FQUALITY

FehFemad Geuellui(h

LGBTIQ eumbsens(pens LBH @eomienasulleonst (pHeoTeidl &Fehdland
EQUAL GROUND sienwliflenmed 2016 <uib eyemii(p Q&FbUT wrHd 20 b SHad
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2017 S eIy ITF WISHD 8 Yb HESH HoL CUBBSEI.
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umins (LpEDEULIL|MIGH S (BT is] HIHBHNENF Caihs
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SIVIQIEVHLOTEN 60HLOTES CBTHHeUTOI0 YPHCWITT RbsH Haealed
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Fouaors Qohassl. EQUAL GROUND sismwiler  mlenpCeummi
uswiiliument  Qymameiieomm . .LGemor  &e0BLIT  @beH  LIgFTrSH
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LGBTIQ &FwpasHms SHISNISSHUSDGLD HeHHTeaimsd Fuiasbm@Ld

sMuTg SHoupmTs LWSTUBSHSUILGL FUL gnuT(heemen FHH CFwiaugdmnE
QVRINS DIJTFTEISHSHMS BHUF CQFuluamgd RevdsTd QETam(h 134
Gygnyd AL’ (134 Campaign) eI@imenpdElILGD 1Tty
HLGwreatenm 2017 b opewi(h WTTF IS 8 opd Hed EQUAL
GROUND semiwoli] SpJiblsssl. Qe0miend SHewiLeneld FL L &Bsmeneuulst
Afleysenmest 365 wHMID 365U SpBWuDHenD THH OCFUIeuSHDHHTET
CarfamaBw @bs Nygmrsd HLGHHar alGFL HUIONS DIEMLOHSIGTENG.

134 QuBLBISEDGE Weataibted fsasTaiu Guyrdflammsd GmOHTeTemiILL L
Abs FLLSAGT MWEHHHILaTBWL @evmiensulsd LGBTIQ Fepasdde
BT UGUTHL @R&HIHH meubsId S rwuwTdear. 36661, LGBTIQ
FPDHHHOT DINBTHH GUMBUITET CUST(LPENMEHGLD DLEMTHSBLILLIQ(HHDH
aUBLBIG6M6T eTemtenibanasuiear SlgliuamLuiGoBuw “134 Wysmys SLwb”
elewim Quuieny RBbSH LNTFTISSIHEG B MD GLlgGaTTLD.

6TDIDT60 SYTIDINGHLILL L STVt 1NTFTrS HLSHMEG LDSHHM6NT
amaswriuiL Qauluger apeold @eng Gauiw wWwwNAILGSH 61ogH @
afurs QmsEAng. @UAFsTrD S SIUUL(BETEN [BLEUIQHNSHHM6I
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1. elewienilLbHAMEG MBQWITLILLD M6UHSH6|LD

https://www.causes.com/actions/1787717-sign-the-p
etition-to-government-of-sri-lanka-president-of-sri-lan
ka-prime-minister-of-sri-lanka-ministry-of-justice-minis

try-of-law-and

2 61 HIMWaSHBE& BHsH QR @GPui e ebCHeiLisamad >>>

2. srewimel - gQesefed HOemmTafsenTed GuUEF (LPIQULD.

3. Hej MawFfsel : @HMIOWTHaIT FhHUEIH6T. GuITFenessemen
HIOTSHGBIH6T. 2 _606Mm& LOTMHMIBIHEI.

4. aflembuy o _LSFIBIGET :  6leNbUY 2 LSJemmEsT ieibd RbdH
GpsemysanG opa16| iefbsald

5. sngmemonsll Cuamser : gGHaId OFUiwd FalQul WENTUIT6US]
bR Sfbsaufser CHABA®UIE BID  SeuenFlLmH
SMBSIOETeTen  6fl[HLOLEASTEDTLD.

“‘Qunensuist QUOEIGHE edHTTer 2 Led FfHwTRr LT’ WwHMID
“Quepd oETsfs CFwWaHaM” FHUGSMNGHTE @flaEF BFThbams, SHUT6D
Baidma, HmbrIenswii (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender - LGBT) wmmibd
SIATILTED GFTHNS BHUTHMEMUD Fal GDME HeUNLOWITEGUSHMEHT 68
gOUT(HEBMeN @ReVmInNBUTET HWILenendF FL L HCHTeneuuier GQufgid
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@8y urelenghemnad Gaimbas BUOTTMHeumT GhAIUL BUOTTHaufar o Menio
61e1@m BILD BLOUACOTD. FpSHOMaTemm DigenoliL(hHHUSMNEG LN
fMgsTalu sreoaisgion FULmHaMe0 HEISUIMBLILG UHBBHHHHBBTGHLD.

27 ®.BM. 2 LAILUQRHMBHET DHMID FTFAIMIGMND G6VmImE DIJFTRIGBLD
MBFFTSH_(HeTeNgl. HANIULL HSHHITHIGT LOHMID DINTHEH]
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el o Memwseiler FiauBss SHIMmIGmen HenLLNQLILIGN ST 65
SLALUTOLTEIN SiUTHEndE RHEHSMGH. SHUTelsnt GeumilijenL Wb,
LIDIDENOWITETGID oMHMID OIS TIIDTRTOMMSHIOTET FLL QLOT6sTl6nt
SlglitenL_ulsomest UTedWIed MM LTelles Geummienid DIGnILOM 681 & 368
Guifled PpUTHET Mg CFIWILGH 6lailms @MHBUTHILD FHmIEGETeTen
WPRUITE| GTITUSZIL 65T, Sig SIULLworen dFsETy  SUlpéwursupd Y@ Lb.




@6&@1 STSHBHWIL Faluims

FHHERIMSH6N6T UTDEIULID (LPeHB,
LewILML(BF &p60, 2 36 (LPeMm
aTetilen L0ed Oserfleurs
(LP6iTENEUE BLILIL Q[ GImeT.
JITETLONEN GBI T LILIL MIH6IT
SIHBHTEO  FTH S WLIBIHEN6TT
gBUGSSH Wb Sl6iTm6. euemlaF
fefworellensnl QUTHSHHLOL 1960 CHell)
Qurmenmas FéHifldalILIBES 6T

B (HHRIMHBHEN6ET  DIEHLWITEILD
Oougmen wasefen WwHHUIeL GLIEHLD
FHTEHHHmen 0FasHHUlmEHHBEHI.
Fefomelled ST L LGS uTellulsd
Cambled, LFma e1bHHe0 BUTEIB
okl BrTHal OFwsvaseei

APVBT HBHTHEENTSH & (HHHINSSH 6T
QmBIBTTH6N, 6160 @ MDD

2 HEUTEHSLILIL QHHSHBSE.
GevminaBUileneil QT HHeIeD]T
@eisuTmTe el WIBIE6IT

@eveumaill LTeId @b uimelled E)dHen
CursE oFafldHmuugenet

2 _GWIJ6UTD. @H60 HTHHID
AbHwTelsd oL (HLosvev, GbSUl
auenfles Feforelenen HIGTHHI
LIRSS L E)60mINas I &H6TH&HE LD
CamBpled CEmeTEDHD 6I6TLS
SILUTWSTLOTEISHTGLD. FPSHF
FHHAUTNmBH ellevalullmaa 6im

y

IPSTMAD LIT6V60T 260G

uredlemons e, Feps
2_eieuThIG6e0 LIk 6)1d)d 86
Fepsons eUUILGaGCSH @eiensul
CarmauuIT@LD. SiyeuTeniaenern
wassian Uisaese 2 LuGHSa,
SIUTHEMET DG 2_ENETEF60HEM 6T
SisaeiiLajd SHOD BILIge Sl
SIMLILTN6HT QDN 6TEILD
OxTemevBud] Czemeu OHTLMISLILLL &l
@6 PeVLD LIBD  SITeuTeniBEhdE
Bouemev SUTUILILIBEGHLD GULOMIGLILIL L 60T
SINTEH6T 61T OBHM6TEHID LI6D
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From Sri Lanka to the World

Explore the world's most stunning destinations with Yaana, a Colombo-based
airline ticketing agency which offers competitive prices and tailor-made holidays.

www.yaana.lk | enquiries@yaana.lk | +94112396396

Red Dot Tours Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. | Registration Number. PV11807
Sri Lanka Office: 140 A Vauxhall Street, Colombo 02, Sri Lanka.
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* From the farm to Keells Super
in just 24 hours

¢ 3 stage quality check

¢ High in nutrition and taste
because it’s fresh
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of Freshness
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HOSPITALITY PARTNER CULTURAL PARTNER

: Mount O Goerme
‘m Lavinia @ INSTITUT

Hotel
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- Ratwbow |
BuUS Paraole

Time : 4.00 P-m. onwards

> ,
Ll \ | l V ’
(uunmnk«\mmwi A 5 - - | p
FESTIVA , - 3
g OWVISIONS
MAN&PHOWW\BIIION
S
. 6.00 PM. onward
i | g 00 A.M. onwards
I

venue : qoethe Auditorium 7 -
Venue : qoethe Audttor

Time : 4.00 p.m. onwards
venue : Mt. Lavinia Paradise Beach
- Tropical Hut

Time : 9.00 P-m. onwards

Venue : Mt. Lavinig Hotel - "The Hut




i

Monday to Friday 9.30am - 5.30pm

General counseling line- +94112805187

lesbian and bisexual women counseling Line - +94115679766
Transgender counseling line- +94115734530

e 80 8ndie) ¢ ez 9.30 80 ®de 5.30 ce)

ENBIDS CeCHD GrONG® 63D - +94112805187
£OGEHNES B) COGLEHNES DMDS CH) DB
EBeE®® 6300 - +94115679766

LBOINBD SEOR CBEEHD @B 63D - +94115734530

Fmisen WHe0 Geueiefloueny &Tem6ev9.30 - wTem6L 5.30

Qurgl oLCeomFenena@ - +94112805187

Quest @RleFGaFT&HMmBWITENT WHMID SMHUTHOFWID NS
QueniasEns& i oLGemgameis@ - +94115679766
romItLTedenssalhéG&Gflu 3pCeonames@ - +94115734530

Are you a woman who loves women? A man who loves
men? Do you love both men and women? Are you
having issues with your sexual orientation or your
gender identity?

Do you feel isolated because cannot share your
thoughts and aspirations with anyone?

If you answered “YES” to any of the questions above, then
do give our trained counsellors a call.

We offer a free general counselling service for Lesbian,
Gay, transgender and questioning (LGBTIQ) persons and a
counselling service specifically for lesbian and bisexual
women through a secure, nfidential hotline.
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Follow us on Twitter

PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO LOVE !
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WVILLAS

SRI LANKA

www.taruvillas.com




