


WE ARE LESS WHEN WE DON’T INCLUDE

EVERYONE- Stuart Milk

It has always been EQUAL GROUND’s strategy to educate
and sensitise through publications ranging from
information booklets to analytical reports to our ever
green newsletter Rainbow News which has now reached
hundreds and thousands of persons worldwide through
the distribution of it via the web and at physical
locations island wide.

Its time then to take the next step —to publish Sri Lanka’s
first LGBTIQ lifestyle magazine. EQUALITY will take the
reader on several different journeys and | hope it will be
a much read publication like the many amazing ones
currently out in the market.

It takes great courage to embrace your differences. Even
as you read this, someone, somewhere is being bullied
or belittled for belonging to an ethnic minority or
religion, for dressing differently or for being in a
relationship with someone of the same sex. Someone is
simply being made to feel less because they are
different.

As much as we refuse to accept it, heterogeneity is a
rarity (it did exist and will continue to be) in real life.
After all, diversity is inevitable. Yet, being gregarious
creatures, we tend to group ourselves based on
similarities that we share with one another and embrace
this sameness as a community.

The decision to publish EQUALITY was made on this
premise. We need to embrace our identities on the basis
of our sexual orientation and gender identity, even if
they are minority identities.

Whether we identify as heterosexuals, cisgender,
leshians, gays, bisexuals, transmen, transwomen, queer,
intersex or questioning, the refusal to embrace these
facets of ourselves is not going to end the widespread
intolerance or hate.

Itis only by each of us accepting who we are that we can
discover the others in our tribe and together, recognize
that we are all just people who have needs and wants,
likes and dislikes, flaws and failures just like everyone
else. That even in the midst of the starkest differences,
we are fundamentally the same.

The search for equality is a journey filled with love,
determination and hope in spite of the roughness of the
path we travel on. Violence and hatred serve no
purpose.

If people, who culturally believe that variety adds spice
to life, let there be space for differences and changes in
the community. Let us believe in creating a world where
humans respect the right to life and right to live. Let
there be compassion for all living beings.

. Editorial

The change we seek and advocate for the LGBTIQ
community is a sincere wish to happily live in a humane
society. Be it the change in the legal system to
decriminalize homosexual activites and end
discrimination of individuals on the basis of their sexual
orientation or the desired social changes in accepting
different sexual identities, it all leads to a society that
hails equality and renounces extremist views of how
society should be. A society where individuals are
accepted for who they are. The rightful path to achieve
this ultimatum is not a walk on a bed of roses. Those
concerned citizens who will courageously embrace
different identities of others on the basis of their sexual
orientation and gender identity will get hurt, wounded
and bruised. As the wounds heal, let us be brave enough
to rise up and revamp the walk on the rightful path —
without violence, hatred or intolerance.

This inaugural issue of EQUALITY is dedicated to the
individuals who accept the good, the bad and the ugly
consequences of embracing all facets of their
personality and to those who embrace others without
prejudice.
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Executive Director

The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by the various
authors and contributors in this issue of EQUALITY do not
necessarily reflect the opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of
EQUAL GROUND or the official policies of EQUAL GROUND.
EQUAL GROUND is not liable for the contents of this
publication other than its own.
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#LGBTIQnghthumanR ights
COLOMBO PRIDE
2016

olombo PRIDE is a celebration of diversity. EQUAL
GROUND works very hard to organize PRIDE each year, so
that every Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Intersex and
Questioning person in Sri Lanka can find a safe space to
stand tall and be proud of who they are. Colombo PRIDE
serves to mainstream LGBTIQ issues with the intention of
lessening the stigma and discrimination faced by LGBTIQ
persons by exposing to the general public the creativity
and normalcy of the LGBTIQ community. It is an integral
component of EQUAL GROUND’s efforts towards the
eventual decriminalization of homosexuality and towards
the elimination of stigma and discrimination faced by Gay
men, Lesbians, Bisexuals, Transgenders, Intersex and
Questioning persons in this country. In keeping with our
vision of ‘Equality for all Sexual Orientations and
Gender Identities: Human Rights for everyone,
Colombo PRIDE is truly a celebration of ALL communities
coming together as one without discrimination and fear.

RAINBOW MEMORIES
with Colombo PRIDE 2016

Every year we organize our signature events which are the LGBTIQ Film
Festival, LGBTIQ Art & Photo exhibition, the Pride Party and the Rainbow Kite
Festival. This year we held our first public event in the form of a Pride Parade
on wheels. The new political climate gives us hope that Colombo PRIDE will
eventually be a mainstream Sri Lankan event. The first Rainbow BUS Parade
helped increase visibility and slowly introduce PRIDE to the masses. The event
was such a success that we plan to have it each year at Colombo PRIDE. If you
missed it this year, hop on the bus next year and come celebrate with us!



Butter Boutique came to our rescue when the
Good Market refused us permission to hold a
stall at their event on the Saturday preceding
Colombo PRIDE citing ‘security concerns’ over
threats from a group calling themselves the
Island Nation of Sinha Le. Needless to say, we
were at Butter Boutique, we did not get any
unnecessary visits from this group and the ‘pop
up’ was a huge success! Thanks, Butter
Boutique! And thanks too, to the Colpetty
Police who made sure we stayed safe!

In addition to the Rainbow Bus Ride, several
other events marked the PRIDE calendar this
year. We endeavor to present several unique
events that will speak to more positive change
in the country for LGBTIQ persons. This year it
included the youth work shop entitled “Moving
Forward on Decriminalisation,” The Corporate
event “Moving Forward: Diversity in the
Workplace - A business forum on the challenges
and benefits of inclusion and diversity to
businesses and the economy” and a youth
Drama Competition.

The youth workshop included straight and queer youth coming together
to form a common platform for change. Representatives from Nuwara
Eliya, Matara, Kandy, Kegalle, Ratnapura and Colombo came together to
learn and create. The campaigns they created to urge for
decriminalisation through drama, TV shows and other means showed the
initiative and creativity of the youth participants and presented many new
ideas to follow through with. It was inspiring to see their passion and
commitment coming to the forefront as they took the facilitators through
several unique ways of presenting LGBTIQ issues and decriminalisation to
the masses.

Together with the US Embassy, British High Commission and the Delegation of the
European Union to Sri Lanka and Maldives, EQUAL GROUND hosted a Corporate
Forum for Colombo PRIDE 2016 with many CEOs, CFOs, Heads of Human Resources
and others joining in. We are happy to report that the event was oversubscribed —a
clear indication that Diversity in the workplace is of more than passing interest to Sri
Lanka’s top corporates.

The Drama Competition was a successful completion of a Youth Project initiated at
the beginning of this year to bring together young persons to start a creative
discussion on Human Rights. Through drama, the youth groups from Matara, Galle
@ and Colombo were able to communicate the need to fight for decriminalization and
| equal rights for the LGBTIQ community.
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It would be remiss of us not to mention our staunch supporters who
have given us space, time and assistance, financially and otherwise to
make this event a reality each year. Mt. Lavinia Hotel has been an ally
of Colombo PRIE for more than 4 years now and our thanks go out to
them for standing tall with us. Also on this list of long term supporters
is the Goethe Insitute and the US Embassy — our gratitude to them as
well for these many years of committed collaboration and support.
Colombo PRIDE 2016 was also supported by the British High
Commission and the Delegation of the European Union to Sri Lanka
and Maldives, the Australian Embassy, the German Embassy, The
Dutch Embassy, the British Council and all our many volunteers. We
thank them all!

Come Join us at Colombo PRIDE 2017
and celebrate EQUALITY with us!
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#LGBTIQRightsAreHumanRights
COLOMBO PRIDE
2016

he colourful Colombo PRIDE
celebrations of 2016, twelfth in its series,
was held yet again in June but marked
with a difference. The Rainbow Bus Ride,
included for the first time to the list of
events of Colombo PRIDE 2016, added
much excitement and brightness to the
multi coloured PRIDE celebrations. The
bus was decorated with the enduring
support  from LGBTIQ  persons,
heterosexual allies as well as activists
working nationally and internationally.

This was the culmination of all the hard
work done by EQUAL GROUND
throughout the year with its various
ground level programs  creating
awareness and empowering the
community. The Rainbow Bus Ride
greatly demonstrated the committed
actions for advocating for national policy
changes effecting sexual and gender
minorities. The month of June has
always been dedicated to raise a voice
for those who are being discriminated
because of their diverse identities.

For concerned citizens, this year
Colombo PRIDE marked a significant
change due to the number of social and
political obstacles the event and its
organisers had to face.

Despite these small threats and hurdles,
the one-of-a-kind Colombo Bus Ride
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took concerned citizens on a ride around
Colombo city on a brightly coloured
double decker bus blaring Papare music
as it toured the city. Loaded with popular
music played by the ‘papare’ band and
decorated with all those flags and
decorations, the Colombo Bus Ride
certainly garnered a lot of attention on
the streets of Colombo.

The Bus started in front of Viharamaha
Devi Park and traveled across the busy
city and eventually made its way back to

A journey for life, love
and affection
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The colourful Colombo Bus Ride 2016

where it all began. At the end of the tour,
all gathered around the statue of Queen
Victoria — the monarch whose country
introduced the draconian and rigid laws
that have criminalized the LGBTIQ
community for the past 133 years! They
raised their voice to change archaic
Victorian laws and regulations that
discriminate a segment of society based
on their sexual orientation and gender
identity.

The object of this event was to sensitize
the community and raise awareness for
equal rights for all sexual orientations
and gender identities. Burning under the
hot sun, the bus riders did not demand
half of the city but only an equal place in
society for all citizens oj th|s country.
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Strengthening Legal Protection for
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the LGBTIQ Community

QUAL GROUND
successfully hosted a
conference for lawyers on the
24" of September 2016 in
Colombo at the Renuka City
Hotel.

The conference was a
culmination of yearlong efforts
to sensitize members of the
legal profession, from around
the island, about LBTIQ issues,
human rights violations on the
basis of sexual orientation and
gender identity and the role of
the legal profession as agents
of socio-legal change.

Professor Camena Gunaratne,
Dr. Janaki Vidanapathirane, Dr
Paikyasothy Saravanmuttu, DIG
Ajith Rohana, Mr Prashantha
Lal De Alwis PC, Mr. Nihal
Chandrathilake, Ms. Deanne
Uyangoda, Mr. Niran Anketell
and Mr Michael Mendis
addressed the audience with
specific emphasis on law
reform, protection and access
to justice.

The discussions were
moderated by Ms. Ermiza
Tegal, Mr Ruki Fernando and
Mr. Luwie Ganeshathasan.

The outcome of this event was
that the audience and speakers
were given the opportunity to
interact with experts on issues
that affect the LGBTIQ
community, to obtain
clarifications, increase their
knowledge in the field of
human rights and share their
experiences and opinions on
future activities such as
decriminalization and the
inclusion of the sexual
orientation and gender identity
as grounds for discrimination in
the constitution.




) Radic Jrilewiew

DURVADEE HARDA
VIDARANAYA

EQUAL GROUND received an opportunity to be interviewed in a popular radio program
‘Durvadee Harda Vidaranaya’' broadcast over the Commercial Service of the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation. Representing EQUAL GROUND, Lakmali Kothalawala, one of our
most experienced Project Officers took part in the hour-long broadcast that was hosted by
renowned actor and television personality, W. Jayasiri.

This was the first time that a mainstream Sinhala radio channel dealt with the subject of
LGBTIQ issues in Sri Lanka.

he show enabled EQUAL
g GROUND to articulate

NUMerous arguments
supporting equality and the
end of discrimination

-_happening on the basis of
different sexual orientations
and gender identities.

It was also possible to highlight Sri Lanka’s
hypocrisy in adopting World Health

1 e Organization (WHO) recommendations on o
Recognizing that the Sri Lankan audience P % of diversity in sexual orientations and A
rarely, if at :all, ha.s the OPDOrtun.itv to hear -—-d;?' L - fe \ gender identities/ expressions and the .
an open discussion on sexuality, gender 2, .r r 1o} -latter’s reiteration that non heterosexuality
iiEntier LOBTIC Ssusapy ~aotregyr os :&Scﬁ [l o was not an illness. Sri Lanka is yet to take

a variety of themes such as scientific, social.;}az!:, N
.and cultural aspects of sexual and gender = i
minorities, legal and policy issues that affect

LGBTIQ persons.

necessary actions to protect marginalized
and discriminated groups due to
‘socio-cultural restraints imposed on
persons who do not comply with

stereotypical sexual and gender roles.
The show was a great opening to rebut the b YP &

mainstream argument that LGBTIQ issues

| are foreign issues by providing historical
[evidence proving that non heterosexual
| persons existed in pre-colonial Sri Lanka.
| Lakmali was able address concerns raised
during the show that LGBTIQ people are
spreading  HIV/AIDS  and  sexually
transmitted diseases.

This interview can be described as a very
progressive step in terms of publicizing the
issues faced by LGBTIQ persons in Sri Lanka
4\{‘4' as thetopic is often left unaddressed due
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The Tose Colsun of Reality

Dangers the LGBTIQ community in Sri Lanka face on a
daily basis is not a story of the past. This was made ever so
clear during COLOMBO PRIDE 2016.

“Fagqot activities aren’t legal.
Let's take the law into our
own hands. If the police aren't
going to do anything about it
our community is ready to do
it ourselves. We will not let
these mother f**king dogs to
ruin our culture. Ladies and
Gents chinha[e,join us on the

28th to look at the faces gf

these faggots at Race course.

This gquote is one among the many generic brand of threats made
via social media that stand as a strong reminder of lack of
education, inflamed indecency and depraved views on human
rights which we as Sri Lankans frequently present to the
international community. It is exceptionally so, given the report by
Baroness Barker of the UK Parliament, illustrating the ‘manner’ of
opposition against Pride 2016.

These threats not only stand as a reminder but also as a question.
A question as to what all these simple minds howl about in unison,
and where it all comes from.

Sri Lanka is a nation of many diversities out of which the
Sinhala-Buddhist majority is a sizable 70.2% of the population. The
Sinhala people ideally owe their culture to their history and a deep
connection to their religion. The relationship between ‘state and
religion’ is considered a sacred tradition maintained since ancient
times and by upheld the the Constitution of Sri Lanka. Hence
Buddhism has become a major component of the Sri Lankan
Sinhala culture.

Despite our strong affiliations with Buddhism, we have long lost
our old values. The true meaning of what it is to be a
Sinhala-Buddhist. This is emphasised by the organization, Sinhale.
What they fail to see is that the cause they fight for was lost the
moment our island nation was colonized. The ancient Sinhala
culture and the present Sinhala culture are entirely different
entities. Our cultural values have been remoulded over the ages
and now reflect mostly European morals - courtesy of our
colonisers,



Sri Lanka’s historical records, especially
the Chulawamsa, state that
homosexuality was a practice and
celebrated as a form of tradition not an
abnormality to be penalized. In fact even
Kings and Princes were among those of
the homosexual community which is
now labelled by certain segments of the
society as disgusting.

One such well known individual is King
Manavamma who was known to have
had homosexual relations with King
Narasinghe of Pallava as per records
from the 14th century. [1]

In the year 1547 of the 16th century,
Joao de Casto, the Governor of Ceylon
reported:

The sin of sodomy is so
prevalent in this Kingdom of Kotte
that it almost frightens us to live
here. And if one of the principled
men of the kingdom is questioned
about if they are not ashamed to
do such a thing as ugly and dirty,
to this they respond that they do
everything that they see the king
doing, because that is the custom
among them.[2][3]

The King of Sri Lanka at the time of Joao
de Casto, King Bhuvanekabahu VII was
known as an intensive participant of
‘sodomy’.

At his death, King Bhuvanekabahu VII
had no living sons as heirs to the throne.
Hence the throne passed to his
grandson, Dharmapala, who was just a
child. Dharmapala was entrusted to
Franciscan  educators. This later
promoted his conversion to Catholicism
in 1557 and thus the Portuguese
succeeded in dominating the Kotte
Kingdom. It is noteworthy to mention
that, Christian missionaries have a
troubling history of depicting
non-Christian cultures as degenerate.
Hence it may be said that the climax of
Portuguese influence (culture, religion,
etc.) and moral crusading at the time led
to a realignment of our cultural views.

So it goes without saying that groups
such as Sinhale are backing the wrong
horse. Homosexuality is not foreign at
all. It has been a part of our island’s
history for ages.

Before talking about the perspective of
Buddhism on homosexuality, | would
quote the teachings of the Buddha.

“It is a man's own mind,
not his enemy or foe,

that lures hlm to evil w

ays .

In that light, one may but wonder what is truly evil, a person born different (It has been
proven over time that LGBTIQ persons are not choosing to be as they are, but are simply
born that way) or a man electing to discriminate, throw acid, or even kill to uphold a
delusion. Are these truly practicing Buddhists?

Buddhism originates from an era where homosexual behaviour was guite prominent,
normal and practiced in communities known for its homosexual aspects both in India and
Sri Lanka. A major factor behind the coexistence of Buddhism and homosexual tradition,
is owed to the fact that Buddhism bears no teachings forbidding homosexuality.

The Sinhale may thus be described as a mahout without his elephant and it comes as no
surprise that these people have no idea what they are talking about, given the standard
of gullibility to fanfare and lies, most Sri Lankan’s tend to possess. Personally | doubt that
any of these Sinhale degenerates even remember the last time their feet touched the
sands of a temple. Being a Buddhist is a way of life which they clearly know nothing about
and it does not incorporate any of these ‘values’ the Sinhale lauds over. They just label
themselves as Sinhala-Buddhists and to achieve their own political agenda.

As someone coming from a strong Buddhist family | would
say:

“NA HI VERENA VERANI

SAMMANTIDHA KUDACANAM

AVERENA CA SAMMANTI

ESA DHAMMO SANANTANO

Meaning: Hatred is, indeed, never appeased by hatred in
this world. It is appeased only by loving-kindness. This is
an ancient law.

References:

1.http://www.bhantedhammika.net/buddhism-and-Igbt-issues/opposition-to-homosexu
ality

2. http://www.lankanewspapers.com/news/2012/8/78162_space.html

3. Portuguese Encounters With Sri Lanka and the Maldives — Translated Texts from the
Age of the Discoveries. By Chandra R. De Silva.



Travel and places
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Colombia — the land of Coffee and Emeralds! |
was lucky enough to visit this beautiful country last July
(2016). 1 only had a few days and that too filled with
intense work, altitude sickness and a stomach bug, but |
somehow dragged myself around to see some of the
wonders of Bogota, an almost 30 hour journey from
Colombo!

Bogota, the capital of Colombia is a sprawling city of 6.76
million residents. It's one of the highest capital cities of
the world located at 2,644m above sea level. | was
fortunate to have a hotel at the La Candelaria district
which boasts of housing many beautiful museums and
historic sites such as the Museo del Oro del Banco de la
Republica or the Gold Museum of the Republic Bank
displaying pre-Columbian gold objects. What a
fascinating piece of history this is. From masks worn by
indigenous kings to coins to statues and other gold
artifacts, this is a must see on a visit to Bogota.
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Street Scene La Candelaria

Restaurant Madre

"Walkabout"

with Rosanna

My first day in Bogota was spent walking through La Candelaria. It was such
atreat. La Candelaria from its cobble stoned center with its long spring
borne water aqueduct running through it, is scattered with interesting things
to see and do. Walking down its narrow and colourful street one can see
historical buildings like the neoclassical performance hall Teatro Colén and
the 17th-century Iglesia de San Francisco. It is also home to popular
museums such as the Museo Botero (showcasing Fernando Botero's art) and
the Museo del Oro, which | described above. The houses and little shops
along these streets were also interesting and very colourful. Graffiti was rife,
which also fascinates me.




| visited Monserrate, a mountain that
dominates the city center of Bogotd. It rises to
3,152m above sea level, where there is a church
with a shrine, devoted to "El Sefior Caido" or
the Fallen Lord (probably referring to the 3rd,
7th and 9th stations of the cross where Jesus
Christ had fallen with his cross on the way to his
crucifixion). A cable car takes you to the top. |
walked from my hotel to the Cable car stop and
that was hard going. | never realized how thin
the air was in Bogota and for us folks from sea
level — it was a great slog! Breathing was
difficult. But once up there, it was all worth it.
The view was just stunning and the church was
just resplendent with statues and mosaics.
Stained glass windows dominated and the 14
stations of the cross outside the church was
down a hill or up the hill depending on where
you start (I started at the last of course and
went downhill — which is much happier than
concentrating on this poor soul nailed to a
cross). The city of Bogota is spread below
Monserrate like a beautiful Persian carpet. |
believe even for a person scared of heights such
as myself, it was worth the trip up!

La Candelaria

One cannot visit Bogota without visiting some of the bars and restaurants
featuring Colombia’s amazing music. Top on this list is that crazy, fun,
vibrant restaurant Andres Carne de Res resplendent with zany décor,
fabulous music and even more fabulous Colombian food. | loved Madre, a
bar & restaurant in a warehouse that served great food and even greater
music. The waiter asked me to dance and then the chef decided he would
really make me dance!

Lo Candelarias daneing

it!
Iloved it! Everyone got on the floor after & e B

that...but it wasn’t a dance floor but
between tables!! The Colombian people
are so nice and friendly and they love
music and they love to dance! Colombian
Mousicians | was recommended by good
friends for that vibrant dance music |
heard at Madre are Fania All Stars, La 33
and Hector Lavoe. I'm sure you can
download all of this and have a super salsa
night somewhere!

The LGBTIQ scene is also very vibrant and
one of the bars that were recommended
to me which happens to be the ‘in’ gay bar
in Bogota at the moment is El Mozo club in
the Chapinero area of Bogota which
happens to be 10 minutes away from La
Candelaria! Chapinero is full of gay bars
and shops and saunas and everything else
LGBT!! Did | get to El Mozo or Chapinero
for that matter? Unfortunately, not. But
maybe next time!

Of course, no trip to Colombia is complete
without a trip to the Emerald shops and
the markets where you can pick up some
really great Colombian masks and artefacts
and some even greater Colombian Coffee!

Allin all a lovely place to visit. Vivala '
Colombia! El Sefior-Gaido Monserrate ==

Santa Clara Church-Museum La Candelaria




Limitless

Curiosity!

|n this issue, we feature Nihal Senarathna, a community artist
whose passion for colour and fine lines has brought him
accolades from many quarters.

Nihal was born and raised in an urban jungle in the
heart of Colombo where there were no lush green
landscapes or singing birds to inspire a childhood
artist. In his eyes, there was only the hardship
of people’s lives and ugly buildings with
roadsides lined with garbage. A limitless
curiosity and interest in the emotions of
the people around him was actually
the inspiration for his work.

Nihal wanted to be a writer and never
thought of painting as a career. However,
later in life he found his hidden talents.
Unfortunately, since his discovery happened late
in life it was too late to enter in to formal education
to master his skills. As a result he became a totally
self-taught artist inspired and influenced by various styles
of eastern and western paintings, he encounters.

At first Nihal painted as a hobby, while he was employed in a
different institute to make a living. After successfully following Anoma
Wijewardana’s art class, Nihal started painting regularly and never
stopped. Several persons assisted him and encouraged him to be the artist he
is today including organisations such as EQUAL GROUND and the American
Center where his paintings were exhibited a few years ago. Today he focus totally
on painting and arts and his creations have opened up numerous venues for him to
exhibit and promote his creations — locally and internationally.



His painting have become an essential part of displays at
art shops, galleries and private venues, most of it have
been sold to art aficionados in Sri Lanka.

His talent is truly an inspiration. Nihal says

It’s tough to be a professional painter

or a creative writer in a country like Sri
Lanka where society is not ready to
accept a person to be a professional
artist.

It was a pleasure for the EQUAL GROUND to publish

Nihal’s first book of short stories “In the corner of my
love life” several years ago, which also included his
beautiful illustrations. These books are available for sale
at EQUAL GROUND. Scripts he wrote for stage plays were
performed at Colombo PRIDE to a brimming audience!
Nihal is truly an all-round talent who does our country

Nihal Senarathﬁa Mobile: 0776698165 Blog www.nihalsenarathna. blagspot com
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the agency sri lanka is the first professional talent
management company in Sri Lanka. One year ago the agency sri
lanka opened its doors with the intention of elevating the
aspirations and standards of the modeling industry. Introducing
a new level of professionalism and formality, the agency sri
lanka addresses the daily challenges faced by models and
clients by offering comprehensive end-solutions. Their
impressive portfolio includes personalities, artists, actors,
photographers and stylists. the agency sri lanka nurtures and
cultivates its talent in terms of fitness, grooming, nutrition,
lifestyle and etiquette ensuring that they have all the necessary
skills and resources to be successful.

e agency
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The international exchange of talent is crucial. This exchange is
the core of the agency sri lanka’s vision. It is equally important
for Sri Lankan talent to enter and do well in new markets than it
is for international talent to work in and expand the Sri Lankan
market. Working closely with agencies in Europe, USA, Australia
and Asia has generated lots of opportunities for local talent and
greatly increases the diversity of the talent pool.

In the past year the agency sri lanka has developed a solid
reputation and expanded clientele. It has grown considerably in
terms of representation. There are now over 100 personalities
under in the agency sri lanka portfolio who have made a
considerable mark in the commercial, print, event and digital
arenas. The traction the agency has made and is gaining with
social media is steadily increasing.

Annually, the agency sri lanka curates an island wide search to
discover the next generation of talent-the agency search, where
highly driven candidates who aspire to have successful
modelling careers, participate in intense training and grooming
programs. The participants have to face real industry challenges
and compete to emerge on top. This entire process is
documented and then released online as a|reality TV series.
Season One was received very well by the targb__ rket and has
built up a loyal following which is eager to find hat Season
2 has in store for them. Applications for Sea
will open in January 2017. b

the agency sri lanka, CEO, Anjuli Flamer Caldera,
are actively working towards changing the log
what being a model entails. Modeling is
career and if channeled correctly can also b
requires dedicated, smart and extreme
individuals, this should be the standard.

For more information and updates on the
agency sri lanka, please check out and
follow:

W: www.theagencysrilanka.com h E a E ﬂ E
FB: www.facebook.com/theagencysrilanka

IG: @theagencysrilanka
SnapChat: theagencysl Adam Caldera

w Ja v . N |
the agency the agency the agency the agency

Tymeron Carvalio Sameera Weerashghe hishi Ragawan Harinl Perera

B e ‘




few kilometers from the capital city,
in Dehiwala to the south of Colombo, located in
close vicinity to the much visited National
Zoological Garden, is a ‘not so famous’ treasure
trove of Sri Lankan folk art. This fascinating
place is filled with puppets made to the unique
Sri Lankan tradition known only to a few
craftsmen belonging to a handful of families.
where skills will be only handed down from one
generation to another.

This traditional puppet museum in Dehiwala is
curated by its dedicated Chairperson and
Managing Director Sarath Wijeya
Abeygunawardana and a team of highly skilled
professionals, preserve puppets of various
categories decorated in striking colours and
glittering sequins and beads. Despite its breath
taking atmosphere, travellers seem to miss this
hotspot.

Among the various types of puppetry existing in
the world, traditional Sri Lankan puppet making
is amazingly unique. Believed to be influenced
by traditional puppetry originates in Rajasthan
in India, Sri Lankan puppet making has been
largely influenced by religious and domestic
cultures. Traditionally, craftsmen start carving
puppets at an auspicious time using the timber
of the ‘Kaduru’ tree (Strychnos sp.) These
craftsmen skillfully breathe life in to these
lifeless wooden carvings with vibrant coloured
fabrics, beads, sequins as well as with the
support of endless yards of string to move them
to the rhythm of traditional drumming and
dance styles.




Sri Lankan puppetry dramatises a long list
of folktales; among them Daha Ata
Sanniya, Andare, Dikthala Kalagola, Saliya
Asokamala, Sirisangabo, Ajasaththa and
Ehelepola are a few among the many
favourites. A puppet, made to the local
traditions, usually weighs between 5 -10
kilograms and is about 140 centimeters
tall. Usually there are about 10 artists
involved in performing the actual puppet
show and while they move the puppets
with the use of strings they also have to
voice the dialogue and sing depending on
the script of the drama. Traditional
musical instruments are used to provide
the background music.

For preserving this unique tradition for
the benefit of future generation, Sarath
Wijaya Abeygunawardana and his team,

R
have been honoured with awards
recognizing his commitment and

dedication. The museum has received
two presidential awards, two other local
awards along with a special award from
the World Master Organisation in 2010.

The puppet industry grew in to a massive
entertainment industry in the good old
days, appreciated by people belonging to
any age category, be it a child or an adult,
until 3D animations and cartoons invaded
the modern Sri Lankan lifestyle. Sri
Lankan puppetry depicts a unique
identity of our island nation which must
not diminish with time. Remembering the
importance of this tradition should not be
restricted to World Puppetry day which
falls on March 21 each vyear. In such a
backdrop, the traditional puppet museum
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renders an invaluable service in the
perpetuation and immortalisation of a
once great tradition of Sri Lanka for the
benefit of future generations.

You can visit the traditional puppet
museum at —
Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha,

Pinwatta, Dehiwala.

Telephone - +94 112 714241
+94 773 259181
E mail —info@puppet.lk
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t was a hot sunny afternoon and we had just returned to the
EQUAL GROUND office after a photoshoot when Hash and
Umanga noticed the dirty, broken, unplastered wall opposite
our gate.

“Guys, let’s sit on top of the wall and take a few shots” said Hash

“With thambili!” interjected Umanga while vertically propping
up her skateboard against the wall and balancing on its edge to
climb on top of the wall.

Photographs atop the wall were safely taken (with the help of
the garden ladder) while Hash and Umanga kept up a stream of
conversation from their elevated perch. Understandably the
conversation steered towards the many injuries Hash had
sustained as a skateboarder.
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EQUALITYs cu[inary column

ey At the last Summer Pop Up Sale, hungry individuals pushed and
"~ elbowed each other to place their order at the Tosakanth’s Roast Paan stall
before stocks ran out.

The trigger to such indecorous behaviour — generously buttered and toasted
roast paan stuffed with familiar yet subtle meat or non-meat fillings.

Hailing from a culinary dynasty, Tashya De Silva, founder of this food
phenomenon is no stranger to baking (not to mention, rave reviews and a cult
following of foodies).

Tash has shared one of her tried and tested recipes with EQUALITY
especially for the benefit of our subscribers. It’s quick, easy and satisfying.

AT METHOD:
INGREDIENTS: 1. Put all ingredients in a large mug and mix well.
4 tablespoons flour / 4 tablespoons sugar 2. Separate batter in to 2 microwavable mugs
2 tablespoons cocoa / 1 egg 3. Microwave for 3 minutes.
3 tablespoons milk / 2 tablespoons oil 4. You will see cake rise, but it will fall when you take it

1 dash vanilla /1 dash salt (optional) out of the microwave. Microwave times a5 Aty

If it looks done 15 or so seconds earlier, take it out.

1 dash baking powder (optional)
5. Serve with some ice cream or whipped cream.

1 dash of mint essence (optional)

Note: We used a gigantic mug and doubled the
quantities. Don't fill the mug right to the top with
batter,

because it will overflow and make a huge mess like our
one.

You can find more of Tash’s recipes on
http://tosakanth.blogspot.com/

Also, check out Tashya’s Tosakanth’s Roast Paan
you won’t regret it!
https://www.facebook.com/tosakanthsroastpaan/




.~ Watermelon is a delicious /
_“ - ""a fruit'we all crave for in hot weather. It
~ belongs to Plantae kingdom and

"‘_"' Cucurbitaceae family. There are many
© = . varioeties of watermelon categorized
%N.:"" according to their size and color. % \
A glass of watermelon juice has 46 4
calories. Watermelon is rich in
vitamins A and C, thus greatly « ="
improving one’s health. s

Watermelon is rich in vitamin B6
which affects the growth of the brain.
Watermelon can hydrate your body .__-,.‘J )
and help you malntalrﬁba lower body *_ \
temperature throug
to its high water content. Nutritionally, « ~
‘watermelon is equal
s and it protects you o
from cancer and carcinogens. Since * - ™0
watermelon is rich in vitamin A, itcan ™" .
enhance your eyesight and the = - =
' ~amount of water it contains reduces g
“your body weight, too. ?:',’
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EQ" eliclous,:’ hea Remember to consume watermelon l\ ﬁ
. for a healthy body and clear skin. ol

‘Watermelon

- Hiran Hemantha
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n addition to commonly known
characteristics, rock and metal music is
associated and recognized as barrier-breaking
with extremely diverse lyrical themes,
controversial ideologies, vocals ranging from
soothing to shrieking and piercing guitar riffs.
Most people who lean towards this genre of
music tend not to notice how queer it actually
is. It isn’t only the effeminate make-up or the
gender-stereotype-breaking clothing or the
sexual-themed lyrics, which are sometimes of a
controversial and risqué nature. In fact, there
are plenty of rock and metal musicians, who in
real life are LGBT individuals. Many of them
have openly expressed their actual identity to
their fans and society introducing as gay,
lesbian or transsexual. Their open and
barrier-breaking mindedness not only has
influenced cultures to think outside the box,
but has changed the lives of fans to a great
extent. It’s time we recognize that rock and
metal musicians can be queer and aggressive,
rebellious and noisy!

Rob Halford, lead vocalist of the prominent
English heavy metal band Judas Priest, came
out as gay in 1998. He was not only one of the
first gay metal musicians to come out, but was
also the first to bring leather attire to the heavy
metal scene which, in time, was embraced by
many other bands and especially, fans.
Coming-out essentially was a way of freeing
himself from a long lasting depression caused
by hiding his sexuality. His work with Judas
Priest considerably influenced metal music
since the 1970s to-date. Judas Priest won a
Grammy award for heavy metal in 2010 and
was ranked as the second best heavy metal
band of all time by MTV.



Gaahl Kristian Eivind Espedal , former
vocalist of the Norwegian black metal
band Gogoroth and a founding member
of several other prominent black metal
bands, highlight that LGBT musicians do
exist in extreme genres of metal. Despite
the controversy he is commonly
recognized to be openly expressing views
which are anti-Christian, opposing
mainstream religions and politics as well
as for singing about war, darkness and
Satanism. He is openly and proudly gay.

Freddie Mercury, vocalist of famed rock
band Queen and Jobriath (an American
rock musician whose actual name is Bruce
Wayne Campbell) are considered to be
the first out gay rock musicians signed to a
major label. Roddy Bottom, member of

\ﬁv Sumudu Chamara

alternative metal band Faith No More, is
also among this group of prominent gay
musicians.

Among prominent Rock and metal
musicians there are lesbians, who have
proudly expressed their self identity to
their massive fan base. Otep Shamaya,
who is well known as the vocalist of nu
metal band Otep, is one of the prominent
figures. Several members of the American
punk rock band Team Dresch are also
openly leshians.

Laura Jane Grace, a founder and lead
singer of punk rock band Against Me,
came out as a transwoman in 2012. In
2014, Against Me released their sixth
studio album named Transgender

"BRT s m God
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-Qtep Shamata

Z%.  AND MORE AWARE .

Dysphoria Blues which was ranked as one
of the 50 best albums of 2014. Will
Hermes of Rolling Stones called this
album “A series of bracing songs about a
self-destructive girl in a boy’s body” .
Another trans musician in the
mainstream metal scene is Mina Caputo,
vocalist of American hard rock and
alternative metal band Life of Agony. She
was born as Keith Caputo and came out as
transgender in 2011. Not only is she a
transwoman, but openly identifies herself
as a leshian.

These mucisians are a few of a long list of
broadminded prominent rock and metal
artists who belong to the LGBT
community and still contributed their
service to the music field and society as
musicians. They didn’t just sing; they
formed ideologies, shaped cultures,
criticized what is not right.  They
encouraged and energized free-thinking
and taught their fans what true freedom
is, proving that being LGBT doesn’t affect
one’s talent, skills or the impact one can
make.

"THERE ARE AREAS OF
MUSIC THAT ARE MORE
COMPASSIONATE, MORE
TOLERANT, MORE OPEN,

MORE ACCEPTING

o WHAT [ THINK [ HAVE
' DONE IS DESTROY
THE MYTH THAT HEAVY
. METAL BANDS DON'T HAVE
: THAT CAPACITY."

-RoB HaLFORD-




We are all equal

The United States
Declaration of
Independence
states, “..all men
are created equal,
that they are
endowed by their
Creator with certain
unalienable Rights,
that among

these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed. ”

This view works well for the West.
However, in developing countries and
some of the poorest nations in the
world, | realize that there is a lot to be
done in this area of equality for all.
Stigma, cultural practices, religious
beliefs and customs are some of the key
reasons resulting in such inequalities. |
believe in, and will to the best of my
ability fight for, equal rights and the
freedom of opinion for everyone,
regardless of their colour, religion,
nationality, or sexual orientation.

An argument against gay marriage is
that same-sex marriage does not result

in the creation of children, and as a
result same-sex couples have no need
to get married. Well, it could be argued
that millions of straight people get
married and don’t have kids. Yet, we
don’t spite them for that. In fact, it is
perfectly socially acceptable. | am sure
most of the people against gay marriage
have never insulted a straight married
couple for not having kids. Having kids
is not the sole purpose of marriage.
People do it as an act of commitment.

This is unequal, unfair treatment of
people who have done nothing wrong.
Anyone who opposes gay marriages
uses outdated banal arguments. Such
as, ‘The Bible says no’ , ‘They can't
reproduce’ , and ‘the law says no gay
marriage’, etc. We do not have the right
to judge anyone. We need to value
humanity; Value life. The earth was
created for everyone to live in harmony.
All these issues are created by mankind
and imposed on mankind.

If we analyse the reasons behind the
non-acceptance of LGBTIQ persons, the
main reason is the lack of knowledge.
Most folk who oppose it have no idea of
what they are opposing. They have little
or no exposure to gay or lesbian folk, or
they may have and not known, so they

have an image of something totally
different in their mind. Specially in the
developing world, where the countries
are grappling with poverty and other
economic issues, there has been less
focus on creating awareness and
inclusivity of the LGBTQlI community.

We need to create an inclusive

community.

€¢

BEFORE GOD,
WE ARE ALL
EQUALLY WISE,
AND EQUALLY
FOOLISH.
-ALBERT
EINSTEINY 9

By Farzana Khan,

Advisory Board Member

Emerge Sri Lanka

Head of Sustainable Development,
Communication and External Affairs
Holcim {Lanka) Limited



as a community, depicting our
highly regarded sense of amity
and peace .

The truth of it is far from what we
express. Our little island is in frequent
turmoil resulting from political
nightmares, intolerance, and nefarious
groups that wish to cast discontent
among the gullible citizens of this country.
All of which result in diehard organizations
and groups mushrooming such as those hell
bent on Sinhala superiority and many archaic
cultures to diminish not only individual
understanding of the importance of humanity

and

minorities,
eventually affect the welfare of
the entire community.

religious

| believe that Sri Lanka has come
to a point in its life where it has
to just grow up. We need to
amend our legal framework in a

but also the so called ‘image’ that we wish to

represent us as a community.

ri Lanka has been a nation of
extremely skilful people for a very long
time We tend to seek in our rich cultural
diversity a suitable niche which can define
a living image that we choose to present

When the sun rays start falling in

= to my room through the window, | don't
want to open my eyes. Even though I'm
wide awake, | love keeping my eyes
closed, enjoying the darkness.

| hate light. | hate it ‘cause it wakes me
up from my dreams. It reminds me that
| need to fight. Face the reality.

| have to fight for my love. | need to
fight for my identity. | must fight for
who | am. Yet, these battles are easy. It
is harder to fight against myself not to
miss her, not to cry and to be brave.

I'm
no
fighter,
I'm a
lover...

Every second | spend surrounded by
the warmth of light, | feel cold within. |
need to freeze myself in to a stone that
one day | can carry with me all the
battles | may have to fight. | don't have
the luxury to let my heart melt with the
warmth of light.

And finally when the light slowly lets
the darkness to creep in, | become a
lover. | dream of her. I'll be with her
even though she's not around. | can
smell her fragrance next to me.

A fundamental principle when fixing a problem is
to first accept that there is one. Trust me , the
problem is huge. The gravity of these issues not
only stand against the rights of the LGBT
community but also women, children, ethnic and

manner that preserves the
wellbeing, happiness and
integrity of all members of the
community. Every life is sacred
and it's about time we start
accepting that.

- Chathushka Perera

| can feel her touch.

Darkness gives me wings to flutter in
my own universe. It gives me hope to
believe and to be brave. It lightens my
soul and set me to float on the river of
dreams.

| cry as much as | want. There are no
restrictions, no one to see. No one to
question and make stupid comments as
if they know everything. Darkness heals
my wounds, it purifies my soul.

But then again, when the sun rays start
falling through my window... | wanna
keep my eyes closed...

Cause
I'm no fighter,
I'm a lover...




-‘\ pples.  She  always

smelled like green apples. Like
spring. Not that | would know
what spring smelled like. We
don't have much of a seasonal
changes in Sri Lanka.

All I know is that even after a
gruelling tennis match she'd
manage to have a trace of the
essence of what | assume
spring smells like, on her. I'd
grumble the entire match,
sitting on the sidelines with
the scorching sun turning my
skin an even darker brown and
my long hair soaked in sweat.

But after every match she'd
skip over, all smiles, sweat and
giggles. With  her high
ponytail, short skirt and skin
tanned gold. And I'd find
myself smiling right back, the
sun forgotten.

People don’t usually bat an
eye when girls hold hands. It’s
a messed up sexist stereo type
and people would assume we
were sisters or just friends but
in a country so violently
homophobic it helped. It was
the ‘When are you getting
married’s and ‘What! No
boyfriend yet?’s that tore us
apart. I'd get upset and she’d
get furious. She would tear
into me like a vulture picking
apart a fresh mangled corpse.

She'd yell and I'd dig my short
nails into my scalp or drag
them down my arms. I'd pull
my hair out by the handful
while she'd scream in my ear.

But when the smoke cleared
and it was just us two... it was
the best.

Holed up at home we'd talk
for hours. We were an endless
pit of conversation.

From dreams of vacationing in Bora Bora to picking apart comic
books ad even coming up with names for our kids. She would
squeal through my Quentin Tarantino films and I'd yawn through
her rom-coms.

An out-going social butterfly and a self-diagnosed social reject
wouldn't typically match but something about us worked.
Friends, lovers and partners. | made her feel alive. She made me
feel so much more. For the first time in forever | felt needed,
wanted and loved. Loving her made me a better person.

She was a practicing Buddhist. A believer in everything good and
pure. I'm an atheist, Who saw and feared the evil in everyone.

She was the sun. Bright, brilliant and beautiful. She lit up the
world. Gave life to everything that had the privilege of being in
her presence.

| was the moon. Darkness surrounded me. Darkness both literal
and figurative comforted me. It's a huge part who | was as a
person.

We spent our fifth anniversary in Galle, strolling up and down the
picturesque streets, sharing ice cream and marvelling at how
every imperfection made every building all the more perfect. The
setting sun was gorgeous. It was a fiery ball of pink, colouring the
clouds around it light pink. The whole sky was a swirl of purple,
pink and blue. And she... she was stunning. A vision with her white
summer dress, her glowing skin, shining eyes and a bright wide
smile on her face. My heart soared. Her head on my shoulder and
the wind in my hair, the story book ending we wanted so badly
didn’t seem impossible.

When it was good it was all
domestic and loving with a
side of flirty banter. It was
great.

One day it all stopped.

"We aren't gonna work. I'm
getting married" was the
essence of the scream-fest. |
stood there shell-shocked at
first. Then numb.

Numbness was what
consumed me the year that
followed. Her mother and |
planned most of the wedding.
She'd come home and be
greeted with our dining table
covered with invitation
samples and saree catalogues.
She'd look at me and her
mother wordlessly and walk
away. lgnoring her mother's
frantic "Duwa... We can't be
making all the decisions for
you! It's your wedding not
ours!" One day in January she
walked in and instead of
walking away without a word
she let out a loud pained
screech and flung her bag half
way across the room. "Puthal
What's the matter with-" | was
by her side in time to wrap my
arms around her as she burst
into sobs. Her mother knew it
was best to let us be. It was
her turn to wordlessly leave
the room. And just like that it
was just us again. My darling
and |. Except she wasn't mine
anymore. She was his. He was
good enough | suppose.
Caring and proper. But he
wasn't me. The thought of
them being together killed me
but | knew it was torture for
her too. So what else could |
do other than swallow the
lump in my throat, wish them
the best and assure her
mother that "the stress is



is getting to her, Aunty. Work has been
a bit difficult lately."

Having been consumed by wedding
planning and dwelling in my misery for
months it was May by the time my
best friend managed to lure me out
for coffee.

-“Are you hungover?"
_IINO.II
-"Take the sunglasses off then."

-"No! The sun is killing me. It's so...
Damn bright!"

-"Who the hell do you think you're
fooling? I've known you since the sixth
grade. You're hungover."

-"Argh. Fine! | might be hungover."
-"What the- what are you doing?"
-"You blind or something, Hetti?"
-"Since when do you smoke?"

-"Since | started planning my
girlfriend's wedding."

Senuri sighs.
-"I'm fine. Really! It's fine."

She stares at me with her eyes
narrowed while the waiter sets down
our order. She knows me too much
and too well. | awkwardly look at
pedestrians on the street. The sun was
harsh and the tint of the glasses didn't
help. | winced looking away.

-"You're like a vampire now you know.
Your glasses hide your eye bags but
they can't hide all the weight you've
lost."

-"Ha! Seriously? You've always been
skinnier, douche bag!

-"That's not the point! You need to
move out of that house! We discussed
it and you're moving in with us. He's
fixing the guest bed room as we speak.
The kids miss their Punchi. They're
fine by the way. Thanks for asking."

-"Shit. Sorry, I've been so

wrapped up-"

Hetti.

-"I know! Which is why you're moving
in with us. It'll be great!"

-"l really can't-"

-"This needs to stop! Look at you.
You're miserable. You deserve better
than this!"

-"Do 2"

Laying down next to her every night
became harder and harder. Nothing
was the same anymore. We'd tip toe
around each other. Back when we first
started | was the one who'd flinch
away when she tried to hold my hand
and shrug her arm off my shoulder.
The ‘emotionally unavailable’ one.
She’d always say that | was like a cat.
Welcoming affection only when |
initiate it and hissing when | felt
smothered. Now she was the one
who was constantly lashing out. She
had always been the screamer in our
fights, but her words got more and
more vicious by the day. | missed their
engagement. I've never loved my CEO
more. Her venom stung more and
more the closer we got to the wedding
so | moved in with Senuri, her
husband and my god kids. The week
before the wedding | was summoned
to attend the much anticipated
bachelorette party. To calm her nerves
she said. We sat in silence while her
drunk bridesmaids gossiped and
tittered. | smelled her hair. The strong
sense of apples made my eyes water. |
drained my whiskey and lit a joint.

-“Since when do you smoke, babe?”

-“Since when do you give a fuck? I'm
not your ‘babe’ anymore. You're
getting married aren’t you?”

-“Don’t be a fucking bitch. You know
how-"

-“I'm sorry. Just forget it... I'm fine.”

| stub out the joint and lean back on
my chair. It doesn’t take much to get
high when on anti-depressants. The
moon got blurry the longer | stared at
it so | closed my eyes defeated. The
entertainment for the night was
greased up male stripper courtesy of
her cousin. The rest of the girls
squealed while we watched on in
shock and disgust. The minute our
eyes met we burst out laughing. For
about 15 minutes it was like the good
old days. But then she fixed her
‘BRIDE’ tiara and | remembered why
we were here in the first place.

It was gloomy the day of the wedding.
The sun barely even there. Her
mother pinned pink flowers in my hair
all the while mumbling how | should
have been a bridesmaid. The dressing
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room was chaotic. | adjusted my pink
saree, helped buckle her shoes and
hustled about making sure everything
was in place. Her hair-set and
make-up flawless, she was stunning in
white. She was a bride. The ceremony
passed in a blur of meaningless rituals
and empty promises. After a short
photo-op with the newlyweds the
family and the wedding party relaxed.
Her younger brother Arjun, who
hadn’t left my side joined me at the
bar. My nail snagged my nose ring and
| swore up a storm. He handed me my
drink when | was done. We watched
the bride and groom on their throne.
Setting his drink down, Arjun looked
back at me.

-“Akka... are you ok?”

Met with no response he took my
hand in his, trying to ease my pain in
any small way he could.

With a whirl of excuses | leave early. In
my car | throw out all my cigarettes
and empty my flask into the bush
nearby. | undo my hair and throw out
the pink flowers. For the first time in
what seems like months | breathe. The
bitterness melts away. | let her go. | let
what used to be “us” go. It’s a tragic
ending to what was a beautiful union.
But snapping my seatbelt into place |
stare at the full moon in all its glory
and maybe there’s hope for me after
all.

Although a wor
of fiction, the

similar
occurrences in
the lives of
LGBTIQ persons
ere in Sri Lanka.
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Monday to Friday 9.30am - 5.30pm

General counseling line- +94112805187
Lesbian and bisexual women counseling Line - +94115679766
Transgender counseling line- +94115734530

see) 80 Baoie) e cereo® 9.30 80 »e 5.30 e

eN@ms coeced fi@nd® et3end - +94112805187
oBetenns ©) oeten®td MBS tem) Jewe
coedemn 630 - +94115679766

SNBSS éeE coele ar@nd et3od - +94115734530

dmisen (1pHed Geusiteflaueny &mensn9.30 - wwreney 5.30
OuTel oLBTFmens@ - +94112805187
Guewt @flenFGFTHmeWTen] HDID SUTHEFLD S »

QuenisEnd@flu oLBangmas@ - +94115679766 (
roniiuTedlensSalhaEGTIW  oLCeonFmes@ - +94115734530

Are you a woman who loves women? A man
who loves men? Do you love both men and

women? Are you having issues with your
sexual orientation or your gender identity?

Do you feel isolated because cannot share ¢
thoughts and aspirations with anyone?

If you answered “YES” to any of the g ) b
above, then do give our trained counsellors a
call.

We offer a free general counselling service for
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,Transgender, Intersex and
Questioning (LGBTIQ) persons and a counselli
service specifically for lesbian and bise
women through a secure, confidential hot
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