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One of the most stylish boutique hotelsin Galle,
offering the indulgent luxuries of a private villa,
with five star service, air-conditioning and very
individual suites with breathtaking panoramic
views of palm fringed jungle and the KK tea estate.

KAHANDA KANDA

Angulugaha, Galle. Sri Lanka.

Tel: +94 (0) 91 494 3700, +94 (0) 91 228 6717
Mob: +94 (0) 77 342 9555

E-mail: info@kahandakanda.com

Web: www.kahandakanda.com

KK Beach is a contemporary and stylish beachfront
boutique hotel which offers delicious food,

as well as superbly comfortable accommodation.
Located right on the beach, KK beach is a must.

KK BEACH

Matara Road, Habaraduwa, Galle. Sri Lanka
Tel: +94 (0) 91 494 4582 Mob: +94 (0) 77 203
E-mail: info@kkbeach.com

Web: www.kkbeach.com
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Colombo PRIDE 2017:
celebrated for the 13t cons
that this year was a success do
overwhelming encouragem ]
visibility extended by and to Lanka’s LGBTIQ
community.

A good example of this success is the rather stressful
scenario where EQUAL GROUND had to improvise at the
Rainbow Pride Party to issue entry tickets written on
‘Post-It’ notes and tie pink ribbons on the party goers
after having 100 surprise guests!

Attendance at the Rainbow Music and Dance Festival
and the Abhimani Film Festival also exceeded
expectations with us even running out of standing room
for the audience!

| think that this increase was due to many reasons, one
of which was the obvious absence of threats directed at
Colombo PRIDE by militant religious groups. Another is
the increased questioning of the current social mores
throughout society. More people are starting to
qguestion the taboo surrounding sexuality and are
determining for themselves what is acceptable and what
is not. It is not only in relation to sexuality that people
are starting to question the system. We see more people
starting to understand that identities aren’t easily
classified as black and white and that that identities are
on a spectrum of colors created by multiple, constantly
evolving identities.

Of course, there were criticisms that “Colombo PRIDE” is
an inappropriate mechanism for Sri Lanka to increase
visibility of LGBTIQ issues due the concept of it
originating in the “West” or the “Global North” and
being ‘Un-Sri Lankan”. Further, criticisms were also
levelled at Colombo PRIDE for being elitist and capitalist
due to some of the events being held at hotels or private
venues perceived as being ‘posh’.

To address the first concern about Colombo PRIDE being
contrary to our Sri Lankan identity, | ask the critics to
think about what a Sri Lankan identity actually means.
Identity is like a heavy duty sponge absorbing the good
the bad and the ugly from circumstances and situations
we face. Instead of highlighting the geographical or
economic origins of a concept, isn’t it better to look at
whether a concept or identity makes a beneficial
contribution to society and others?

egard to the second criticism, we only need to
at the threats of physical violence received at last
ear’s PRIDE which highlights the sad truth that some
Sri Lankans still resort to violence when matters do not
go their way.

This means that the risks of violence are too real to be
overlooked as is the probability of law enforcement
turning a blind eye to violent acts directed at a minority
such as the LGBTIQ community. Private venues
therefore are the only way we can, at this point in time,
guarantee the safety of all those who participate in
Colombo PRIDE. Furthermore, these venues were all
donated for the cause, for which we are grateful for.

The turn-out at this year’s events was truly heartening
and encouraging and | hope that this is indicative of
more positive developments for LGBTIQ rights in the
near future. One thing is for sure — a minority such
ourselves cannot break through the barriers of
homophobia and homophobic laws if we stand back
and hope others will do what we-should be doing to
attain our freedom and dignity.

This was another reason why Colombo PRIDE this year
was a success — more people and organisations coming
together as one to celebrate PRIDE with dignity and the
hope for positive changes to come our way. We all lifted
our heads up high this year — let’s make sure we keep on
doing this until the tides change!

Rosanna Flamer-Caldera
Executive Director

W,

&b

W equal-ground.org

Youllll] equalground123

+94-11-5748705
% +94-11-2805704

& +94-11-5679766

equalground.wordpre

_equalground_

EQUALGROUND

o 06



ONTENTS

0I-IDAHOT - 2017 (English)
02-IDAHOT - 2017 (Sinhala)

03- Alt+Ctrl+Shift 2.0

04 - 88> 6e336» 85> GOB6E3
06- Equality culinary column

08- Colombo Pride- 2017 (English)
12 - eee® g - 2017

15- @Gsmapioy Qusnio PRIDE Blaipe)
18- World Pride - 2017 (English)

21- World Pride - 2017 (Sinhala)
22- World Pride - 2017 (Tamil)

24- Coming out

26 - eEERIDS 5D ep BEBDHEO
30- LGBT+voices in music

33 - Pencil Edges

34 - WHTTHSHHIH6 2 _6Wend HMBLD

36 - IDAHOT- 2017 (Tamil)

37- Semblance of hope

38-88

39 - @8 @5 BEGRBBDE

40 - e300 30w (Travel with Hiran)
42- The pansy project

44 - 630 DO O DO O

46- A life less ordinary

47- KASHISH international film festival
48 - ® 89O

49- Poetry

50- EQUAL GROUND upcoming events
51 - B0 5OBEED

EDITOR - Rosanna Flamer-Caldera

COVER PAGE DESIGN - Amila De Silva
PHOTOGRAPHER - Hiran Hemantha
MODELS - Mahesh Indika

PAGE LAYOUT AND DESIGN - Hiran Hemantha
Amila De Silva

PRINTERS - Samayawardhana Printers (Pvt) Ltd.
PUBLISHER - -EQU¥L GROUND—



'

International Day Against Homophobia and Transph

201/

QUAL GROUND commemorated the International Day
Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia (IDAHOT) 2017
in Colombo on the 17" of May at 6:30pm at the Goethe Institut.
A panel discussion, moderated by Kaushalya Ariyarathna, was
held with community members, Niluka Perera, Bhoomi
Harendran, Chanaka Thilina and EQUAL GROUND’s Executive
Director Rosanna Flamer-Caldera. The members of the panel
openly discussed events surrounding violence in the LGBTIQ
community, coming out experiences, how it affects one’s life
and the lives of people around them, as well as family issues in
the LGBTIQ community.

The YEG Youth Campaign was held outside of Colombo, where
the EQUAL GROUND team held workshops on ‘LGBTIQ
Awareness’, teaching young kids how to make short films on
their mobile devices. They were asked to produce films on
LGBTIQ themes, and the movies were showcased on the day of
the event. At IDAHOT, two films were selected as winners: Art
Work and Himikama. Art Work was a film about how art is what
makes the foundation for us to teach what life is. This video
depicts what happens to love and democracy when art
creations are passed from hand to hand by homophobic
persons. Directed by the students of the Department of
Psychology, University of Peradeniya, Art Work won first place.
Following closely in second place directed by Prasanga
Mabarana was Himikama, a short film explaining how love is
indifferent. It explains that even though homosexual love is
de-valued from heterosexual love, they are both ultimately the
same. Cash prizes and certificates, sponsored by the YEG Grant
were handed out to winners by Political Officer Joseph Schaller
of the Embassy of the United States, Sri Lanka.
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Alt ™
Ohift

Alt+CtrI+Shift was a one of a kind space
dedicated to femme, cis women, gender
nonconforming, non-binary performers and
artists to amplify their voices and celebrate
their creativity. The Mantra Life Center
provided the perfect ambience for the event,

transporting the guests to a state of mind filled S
with calm and tranquillity. 3
Q
=
We had the pleasure of being a part of £
Alt+Ctrl+Shift along with our 134 Campaign at
which, the organizers guided the community to
be as inclusive and respectful of each other as s
possible all the while showcasing amazing s
talent to entertain them as well. z
<
)
The line-up of artists included poetry and music \é

by Megan Dhakshini, Maureen Ernest, Sona,
Grace Wickramasinghe, Kumari Kumaragama,
Ama Jayasinghe, Kei Watanabe, Champika
Edirisinghe, ELSZ and performances by
Sandeepa Perera, GaaPink and Bhoomi
Harendran. Art by Sona, Minal Wickramatunge,
Vicky Shahjahan, Kekuli Perera, Sriyal Nilanka
& Sindu Sivayogam were also displayed at the
event. A live mural was organized on location

by the Ctrl-S Collective.
The highlights of the night included Kumari

Kumarasinghe’s strong poetry piece on the Sri
Lankan woman, Kei Watanabe’s ethereal
soundscapes, GaaPink’s drag performance,
Bhoomi Harendran’s surprise dance act and the
captivating musical renditions of ELSZ who
enthralled the guests with her latest songs.

Tosakanth joined the event with her renowned
‘roast paan’ sandwiches along with other
refreshments furnished by the Mantra Life
Center to feed the guests. Deneth Flower
Power Production showcased their amazing
clothing line and shoes as Guna.art.ne
displayed their playful yet very well executed
line of art and merchandise.

All in all, the participants of the event were
treated to a night of sheer entertainment that
was both holistic and much needed within our
community. More events of this nature are
required and encouraged for the advancement
of art and culture of our queer identity.

Alt+Ctrl+Shift was hosted by Savini Ganhewa,
Vicky Shahjahan, Natasha Nathanielsz,
Shaaranya Pillai and Jade Jayawardena.




BRIDE OF THE YEAR- 2017
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BASIL &
ChlEES

INGREDIENTS:

2 tomatoes, diced

1 yellow onion, chopped

2 cloves of garlic, chopped

1 tsp olive oil

1.5 cups of vegetable broth

1/3 cup of plain Greek yogurt

1/3 coconut milk

1/2 cup cheddar cheese or mozzarella, grated
1/2 cup basil, chopped, loosely packed
2 teaspoon of oregano

1 teaspoon sugar

2 teaspoons corn flour

Challenge Accepted?

Salt and pepper to taste

Boiled Chicken pieces (optional)

If you're craving pizza but can’t afford the cost or the
calories, this recipe is sure to satisfy your cravings without
leaving too big a hole in your pocket or exceeding your calorie
count. Using the same key ingredients that go into making a
pizza margherita this soup can be be as light or as heavy as you
want simply by adding or leaving out cubed chicken pieces and
heavy cream.

METHOD :

1. Over medium heat, add the olive oil to a large pot. Add the
chopped onion and allow to cook until tender, about three to
four minutes.

2. Add in chopped garlic and cook for an additional two
minutes.

3. Put the tomato, vegetable stock and coconut milk.
4. Stir in the basil, oregano, sugar, corn flour, salt and pepper.

5. Place the lid back onto the pot and allow to simmer ten
minutes.

6. At the end, stir in the Greek yogurt and cheddar cheese
until well blended.

Note: Use either a blender or food processor to puree the soup if
you prefer a smooth texture. Garnish with chopped basil and
grated cheddar cheese if desired.

This recipe was taken from - .
http:// www.epicurious.com/ recipes/member/views /
tomato-basil—and—cheddar-soup-51326821




Mount
Lavinia
Hotel

On this Poya Day experience a special = Poya Lunch Buffet
edition meal crafted to leave you feeling w Inclusive of Pool and
healthy, satisfied and nourished. Beach Access
Choose from a wide array of dishes = LKR 2,000/ - nett
and savour the flavour of a truly vegan 12:30pm - 3:00pm

meal. = Reservations : 0112 711 711
Ext : 1425
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www.mountlaviniahotelgroup.com




#ChallengeAndChange

CORPORATE ROUND TABLE

Colombo PRIDE opened this year with a Corporate Round
Table discussion which was aimed at sensitising CEOs and
persons empowered to make decisions for and behalf of
their companies. The importance of having an LGBT friendly
work place was emphasised to help the corporate sector
understand why every organisation should start considering
becoming equal opportunity employers.

The Round Table discussion was panelled by Mr Joshua
Senn, Acting Public Affairs Officer - American Embassy, Mr
Phillippe Dickinson, Second Sectary Political - British High
Commission, Ms Rosanna Flamer-Caldera, Executive
Director — EQUAL GROUND, Mr Dileepa Mudadeniya Vice
President - John Keells Group, & Mr Prashantha Lal de Alwis,
President’s Counsil.

The first public event for Colombo PRIDE opened on the 16" June. We
wanted to showcase the talents of our LGBTIQ community members. The
show culminated in a full house event which not only showcased performers
from the LGBTIQ community but also featured members of the allied
community. The Rainbow Dance & Music Festival also featured the Australian
based Sri Lankan vocalist, harpist and music producer Natasha Nathanielsz
from ELSZ Music and a guest performance by the NATANDA Dance Theatre of
Sri Lanka.

The show also included live singing performances, cello, piano, classical indian
music, Kathak dance, item numbers & contemporary dance performances.




Our own version of a PRIDE parade
took place on the 17t of June as we took
the streets of Colombo in a double
decker bus. This was intended as a
peaceful demonstration hoping to bring
LGBTIQ

about visibility to the
Community.
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ABHIMAN!I

Abhimani is one of the oldest queer
film festivals to be hosted in the South
Asian region. With the support of The
KASHISH Mumbai International Queer
Film Festival, Berlinale Spotlight, AKS
Festival, British Council Colombo, The
British High  Commission, High
Commission of Canada, The European
Union, The Embassy of the United
States, Embassy of Switzerland Sri
Lanka, Embassy of the Netherlands,
Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany and the Goethe-Institut Sri
Lanka, the Abhimani Film Festival
showcased over 24 short and feature
length movies from Australia, United
Kingdom, Pakistan, Hong Kong, South
Korea, Philippines, Sri Lanka, India,
Germany, USA & Romania.
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RAINBOW VISIONS

LGBT ART & PHOTO EXHIBITION

RAINBOW VISIONS

Rainbow Visions LGBT Art & Photography Exhibition
consisted of works of art and photography created by the
members of the Queer Community.

The variety of art and photography garnered positive
remarks from the community members and created a
platform for members of the community to showcase their
talents.

IDEA JUNCTION

The first of its kind, Idea Junction brought together various
organisations and individuals who are working for the
LGBTIQ community to present their organisation’s work to a
public audience during Colombo PRIDE.

The event consisted of theatrical monologues, spoken word
presentations, workshops, discussions & poetry readings
providing an in depth understanding of what is being done
within the community.

We were happy to come together with Heart to Heart Sri
Lanka, Venasa, Grassrooted, Positive Alliance, Young Out
Here, Chathra, Damith Chandimal & Saranga Anjana to host
the first Idea Junction.



he Rainbow PRIDE Party is the soiree of the year for the
LGBTIQ community. It is a safe space for anyone to come as
they are and dance the night away. This year’s PRIDE party
was one of the most successful parties to be hosted in years
and the Mount Lavinia Hotel and the staff members were
very accommodating to our guests who enjoyed their time
immensely.

e concluded the greatly successful PRIDE celebrations with the Rainbow Kite
Festival with participants flying kites and dancing through the evening at
Paradise Beach, Mount Lavinia Hotel.

Once again, the Colombo PRIDE Celebrations came to a conclusion with the
participation of our beloved community members and allies who came out and
supported us through these ten days. We are gearing up to bring a bigger and
better PRIDE festival next year!
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In 1969, Stonewall Inn, a popular bar
among the LGBT community in New York City was
raided by the New York City Police under the
pretence of serving liquor without a license.
Raiding gay bars and clubs was a common practice
at the time and most members of the community
had grown weary of this. When the police officers
forced three drag queens and a lesbian in to a
paddy wagon during the raid it infuriated the
already displeased community members to which
they retaliated by throwing bottles at the
officers. This riot soon extended into other
neighbourhoods and after six days of protests
including violent clashes with the law, the Gay
Liberation Front was formed along with other gay,
lesbian and bisexual civil rights organisations. ‘The
Stonewall Riots’ is now known as a major catalyst
and history’s first major protest for gay rights.

One vyear after the Stonewall Riots, the
Christopher Street Liberation Day Committee held
the first Gay Pride March, where the marchers
took up the entire street. After the 10-year
anniversary of Stonewall and the assassination of
Harvey Milk, the first National March on
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights was held.
Pride parades and celebrations now take place in
several states in the USA and around
the world in commemoration and in |
solidarity of the LGBTIQ Community.

LONDON PRIDE{ G ) i

The Pride parades are
a way of self-expression and
they spread a
strong message of love
and confidence to
the LGBT community and

the general public.

It is an important event in the LGBTIQ calendar as
it is used to highlight the issues faced by the
community. It also helps members of the
LGBTIQ communities come out and embrace
themselves and feel a sense of belonging. It is an
event centred around pride and self-love, it is a
place where you are free to be whoever you want
to be away from intimidating opinions and
judgemental eyes.
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New York Pride

¢

Heritage of Pride’ is a non-profit organisation
that plans and creates New York City’s official
LGBT Pride events each year to memorialise the
Stonewall Riots that took place in 1969.

The newly elected President Trump and Vice
President Mike Pence and appointed cabinet
members are said to have anti-gay agendas which
has resulted in many to believe that everything
the LGBT community has fought for could easily
be lost. Many began to turn this year’s Pride
parades into the old-fashioned protest marches,
as informed by the New York Times. This year’s
march had also included a protest against gun
violence with groups such as Gays Against Guns.

From Portland Place to Whitehall, more than 26,000 people took part in .
London Pride 2017 with over 300 different groups and several more L d P d
individuals on the streets. It was known as the biggest march in its 45 year on - on rl 6
history. With homosexuality being legalised for 50 years, the theme for 2017

was ‘Love Happens Here’. People from around the world held flags to
represent countries especially where it is still a crime to be LGBT.

London Mayer Sadig Khan added, “Here in London, you’re free to love
whoever you want to love and be whoever you want to be”. More than 150
police officers took part in the parade, alongside individuals from the London
Ambulance Service, London Fire Brigade
and British Transport Police.



Sdo Paulo Pride

Around 3 million people were said to have taken part in Sao Paulo Pride
making this parade one of the largest in the world, even larger than San
Francisco which attracts 1.8 million people. Filled with live music,
incredible floats and costumes, this year’s Sao Paulo Pride marched under
the slogan “Regardless of our beliefs, no religion is law! Together for a

secular state!”

Despite the friendly atmosphere the parade creates, violence towards
LGBTIQ individuals in Brazil still exist in high numbers. In 2016, it was said
that one LGBTIQ individual was murdered every 25 hours.
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Pride in Tel Aviy, Israel, is said to be the largest in Asia and the Middle East
with over 200,000 people celebrating this year’s theme “Bisexual Visibility”.
Regardless of the political controversy surrounding the Pride event, Pride at
Tel Aviv was a massive success, on par with Pride celebrations at Berlin and
New York. Even though same-sex marriage is illegal in Israel, recent news
has showed that many, including Israeli Jews, supporting it.

Early this year our closest neighbours also celebrated one of their biggest
Pride events thus far. The Queer Azadi (freedom) Mumbai Pride March had
around 10,000 participants coming together in solidarity of the community.
This year’s Pride was not only welcoming to the LGBTIQH community but
was also accessible for people with disabilities with ramp access to the
stage and sign language interpreters as well as
other volunteers to assist people

with disabilities.

Images : Mumbai Pride (Gettylmages)



1969 & 58603 ®®06 LGBT 8599 god
&5B®D 5tdS Stonewall ©3@8EE@PD, DS
RDEsYeE 6MBBD Bners geEdn ®)
SOV @IS 6@ SOBNCED (3B
6®» oogn St 6NBBe BB 0O
g0, 6588 S B8 g D@
D0BPE ©OD8 HEEEBE ®HDOCCeDD
50 gSglomdd oX® 8. OB
Reusmd GO 6Ee ©Em 08 OO
SEMDS 60D gmd DB 610 &, 608
DER OB s ogecm RO
886 Bo god O 8800 DedBD
&Y eee® POFDD DBOES OGS
&8 BedINn BeBded®S 2n 60 &5d
&©O6eHHE 5008, OGNS WIS )
EDetsenmel §ote o B GBS
6OREDE ) @O BDF 0D Dd
Gay Liberation Front t308®c 88080y
QR®. 80x» 8O Stonewall &SE
©OBoBD GBSHBDE 6OREDS BeOD
Qe @8me6ed s5e8dw Bme DediD®DG
6EBS HEDDE ®HE.

Stonewall 820ensy OBOWO  &e3d
‘Christopher Street Liberation Day’ @®Q®
OB 5O® DO Gay Pride c®0®
BoD®E 6md: god e Bdow B
eses) e 8 grm. Stonewall 8RGO
&® Harvey Milk @966 eoon 868 ¢t
DO 580 BOBoED HOTBOBEE €3
BB ®ENDe® GBRSNHBDE® @)
OtB® 60RO el HED SIBOD
Washington &®0ed8 ©disen. 68
D980 DD BDBCEHS B BED®
©8® 60yt 0O ©®HIODE 0
et®0t® B0 RS DOBS ©eL®
LGBTIQ &5e9® e ©®eEiEm”®D OBODGD
005 Beed.

Pride €3c®0c® )00 38 E0@IDB SHNO
60 LGBTIQ g5e50 6608 cd® HmSBn
DS SO escen 5w LGBTIQ 8559 2
DB epedn ©® DBBE PSOREO
OB BB MDD 3®3c0 & LGBTIQ
eH0D B POSBR O e
6EL cdDn o, DOBS LGBTIQ gehd
mon 6c®» GO ®) BN B8RO
o0 2BOO ey DOBODD SB@¥Es
DOD BeedsS Do aBme Oieovs 8§
oS VOO oBd agrm. VPBe® &z
800zes05 BRED B FHHDGD &) DOSO
205 Be® 9tMS SEE) 6D &0 FEDBIDB
HCHBREOn OVADEG ®OB) FEHWIGH
B0 6500 ®©5TS 0P @O
gB80s Bxen® O g6
6DHBeD ESe®s &) 6 BOOS
9dx 8 8000 B gOEMNDD HRHBDDD.

‘ jf" 7 7 3
Al pictures : Wold Pride (CC BY 2.0/Fiickr)




o < SEdetyy

- YN FRANCISED PRIDE BORRD OF DIRECTORS
. p

1969 YLD SYeTIgeD, BULWITTEH BBFHI60 2 _6iTen

LGBT gewpassden whHHulsd Ligusvorer sroCLTeCeusd

@est (Stonewall Inn), Buywinys HSF

sraucoglenpulenmed o Fliolfens LoGILITeID

P CITdHEILBAEMSH siamid CLTel &HmEHHe S

Barmpemen QFuIWILILL LS. @eueurm

PfleFCFfeemasTenyasl @Ml FaBlb G M6

Bumel smyemIBIGaTI6 &SP Hle]f

BFTHmNEGLLIGSHILILIBEUSI LIPEHHLOTHS

STeMUULL &l BFH dAFFpssHHe Camjens

SFEfHHH. QUTelerd DFBMflEen eyl LoTBHIL

umed GesSaITHmeNuD, @ LT

@flenFQFfldamaewrenamyuid GBed eueTiguisd

sLLTWILIGRSS gBilF OFaipeno eBose G

QeI 6T STERILLL L Fepdh 2 pIlifensensnd

| e 2 CamulILBHHWH. @HH HevED elemyaled DTN

Y LyCHFMmIBEHHGD B9HHH. FLLHHIL 6 6U6T(LHENB

N BGLoTHevE6iT 2 UL Syml BT &6 WU L SHHBSLI

) 15 g ML Webtenry, Gay Liberation Front - giflen&0sfldsemasuwimeny
1 DRE ‘g alBsemev (peiamendl Wwpmid 19 G, GeveroLiiuwes
M@QLJS J , wBEId @wmursd Halsd o flenodsit SIEMLOLIL|SETHLD
. 2 HEUTHBLILILL 60 6rOGLTET6UT6OL. 6V MIG6IT
AUl @flend Ol densuwimeniaerieir

2 flenodEhHETe (PHH 26THaEWTS LDBBID
augeOTBIleN (WHev LIFsme sIBTULITELD
SHSLILBSSBSHI.

-

Stonewall seaurdHHeT @ UBLHIBEG Lieweny
Sferd@Lmy OHm eNBHMEV [BT6T G (PEUTEIHI
(Christopher Street Liberation Day Committee) (w&sd
Bs Qumemin sieleuglisnu (Gay Pride March) wsoiflesr
LUBIGEBMEVIL 6T BLSHBHUWIGI. 606 siteusvellsdt 10 <uemrB
Bevmey WHBEBID anTel Wevd LBGOSTmSHEGL
Wetteory, Gevervotiwenr wBmId Cs 2 flenowirenisensd
(eyom oBmId Cuswt @flendFQafldbamauery)
auragniailed (pHev Cardl Semileu@Liy
BLSSUILLL . HBOLGHMLD SieniledGLLIGS6T LOBEBID
QarewiLm L misen SUBLTEHI SIOWflbsTalsd Liev
wrBevkiseied, o ebsmdid LGBT FupsHruwigsler
BleneeuTa HBHBID @BBILOSETS B GILIBIES eT36.

ewgl. Sielleu@LiLsen &l CeuelliLm 9BEsTer @
aufl LBmId, Seujsst LGBT Fepsid oBmd OuUTg
HHEHESG HIOH 6L, SIS0 OBHID
BLOLNGmBmL CeueMILBHSBID @ CUGIENTET
HONMDTGID. Fepdld 618 TOBT6NEDHD LNF&FSenensemenL
Buaeumpedi cpsvld @& LGBTIQ mrlsm igulsd e
(péBWioTe Hasbars Slmwdamg. Cosibd, @
LGBTIQ gFupsrwmissier o mitileryast GeusiGu
QlbH HOMD 2 W 2 HIEBH. DG
OLIBHMLOEDWILID FUIBEVSHMBWID EHLOUILDTHES C1STEwIL
QM HHDOITHS SHBDBIL 6T, @elbeITHaImHLD
FSriGelmeneldb@Gd SemideamNeldha allevd ST
almoUD cumsulsd CFWBLIGISBETE @
OFWIBUTLTGLD.




FoALVILLAS

SRI LANKA

www.taruvillas.com

T: +94 112 340 033 / +94 777 966 252
E: info@taruvillas.com




Coming out”

in its first use signified an LGBTIQ
person expressing their sexuality to
the larger community. This was
popularised by Gay Balls which were
prominent in cities such as New York,
Baltimore and New Orleans. Even
though combined idea of “coming
out...of the closet” wasn’t used until
the 1960s the speculation is that it
may have been a combination of the
“coming out” idea from debutante
balls and leaving a skeleton from a
closet or coming out with a grave
secret which is what sexual
orientation was considered in the
past. Today this expression is widely
known as coming to terms with one’s
own sexuality or gender identity as
well as choosing to declare it to
society.

The process of coming out is a very
personal and intimate journey which
can take many different turns
according to the individuals life and
social background which they live in.
Regardless of the Sexual Orientation,
Gender ldentity & Expression and Sex
Characteristics (SOGIESC) of a person,
this process is a significant milestone
to anyone in the larger LGBTIQ
community.

At the early stages of coming to terms
with ones SOGIESC, it can be painful to

keep important parts of one’s life,
cautiously tucked away from their
friends and family. Information is
separated and experiences are
vaguely spoken about to carefully not
disclose too much in fear of being
judged, alienated or disowned. This
constant picking and choosing of one’s
information creates difficulties in
accurately assessing their own
perception of self as well as how
others see them. This can have
potentially permanent effects on the
persons self-esteem and ability to
understand one’s own
accomplishments.

As years go by, prospects of coming
out of the closet can become harder
asone is at a greater risk of potentially
losing a larger component of their life
built over the vyears. Especially in
South Asian cultures, a deviation of
social norms can be a taxing idea to
come to terms with. Most people
choose to vilify persons with different
sexual orientations or gender
identities with harsh or derogatory
comments and when growing up we
have all come to see this within our
friends and family. The lack of legal
protection adds to the discrimination
and marginalisation of people with
different sexual orientations and
gender identities. With the
widespread use of social media, we

see people openly insult the LGBTIQ
Community. This further instils fear of
rejection and disassociation from
one’s true identity.

There is no right or easy way to come
out, but if you ask any LGBTIQ person
who has come out with their sexual
orientation or gender identity, they
will attest that, coming to terms about
who they are, alleviates much anxiety
that one faces. Being able to use
authentic pronouns about one’s life,
share information without holding
back parts of them in your social
circles helps you leave a chain that has
been holding you back. Not having to
constantly watch over your shoulder is
a truly refreshing experience.

The first step in coming out is to
accept it to yourself. Being happy with
the person who you are takes a lot of
courage and self-reflection. There is
nothing wrong with feeling attracted
to the same sex or more than one sex.
There is nothing wrong to feel that
you might be different from others
you know. Don’t forget that it’s a
journey that you may take throughout
your life and that it starts with
accepting it to yourself. If you need
counselling EQUAL GROUND offers
anonymous counselling  hotlines.
(Please turn to the back inner page for
more information)



It is a difficult task to change society at large
but the first step in solidifying one’s safety
based on your sexual orientation or gender
identity is to fight hard against the archaic
laws the Sri Lankan Government chooses to
hide behind and oppress the LGBTIQ
Community. The existence of these laws
generates fear among LGBTIQ persons
constantly pushing them back into the closet.
The Sri Lankan Government officials claim

that not enough people care about the lives
of LGBTIQ people.
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The 134 Campaign was established to help
bring about awareness to the general public
about the misuse of the laws to marginalise,
violate and discriminate LGBTIQ persons in
the country. Our intention is to address issues
that hold back our community from accepting
themselves and garner their support
collectively to fight for the right to live and
love as we feel.
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For more information on the 134 Campaign
please visit www.fb.com/134campaign.
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PROTECT OUR
RIGHT TO LOVE !
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No outside food allowed
Strictly for WOMEN only (cis, trans and queer) / BYOB

For more informaﬁaﬁnd RSVP contact
Sriyal at Sriyaln@equalgroundsrilanka.com or 011-2805187
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David Bowie

M any people, struggling with accepting their sexuality, turn to music for help. To know that
there are other LGBT+ individuals out there creating music, can help people feeling isolated or

afraid in their community be able to draw strength from music created by LGBT+ musicians.

In the history of music we have seen a few
prominent figures who have bravely
accepted themselves and paved pathways
for others to do so as well, such as
bisexual singer and actress Judy Garland
with her hit song “Over the Rainbow”
which raised conversations about LGBT+
rights in America when all conversation
about it was avoided or the Pansy Craze
(1930-1933) which consisted of drag
queen performers who were allowed to
express and be themselves.

However, it was taken to the next level
when David Bowie entered the music
industry. Bowie, as we all know, passed
away in January 2016, but his music has
and will continue to change the world. He
changed the look, sound, and style of
Rock ‘N’ Roll. Bowie’s song “She’s Got
Medals” was one of his first
gender-bending songs he released with
lyrics such as “Her mother called her
Mary, she changed her name to Tommy”.
This song was released in 1967 in Bowie’s
first self-titled album David Bowie, and
caught the attention of the LBGT+
community with these expressive lyrics.
Bowie’s performances on stage was also
unlike any other, wearing whacky
costumes with a range of striking visuals
on stage, he captured the attention of
many people through his live
performances and music and encouraged
more people to have discussions about
sexual orientation and gender identity.

In 1972, David Bowie came out declaring,
“I'm gay, and | always have been” in an
interview. Bowie later said “It’s true... I'm
bisexual.” But he was never comfortable
with his sexuality and said he never
seemed to fit into a specific label. Many
people within the LGBT+ community took
this as words of inspiration to free
themselves from the labels society
confines them into. This has been an
ongoing battle, even in 2017, where
young people feel as though they must do
everything in their power to conform to
the norms of society. But we do not have
to try to fit into society for acceptance by
others, we will find our tribe who will
accept us as we are. Why try to be like
everyone else, when you can be your own
person? When you can be happy with
who you are instead of living a lie? This is
the cycle that Bowie tried to break from
1972 until his death.

Prince

Another iconic performer we lost in 2016
was Prince. Prince emerged in 1970,
unafraid to talk about topics the general
public would never dare to, wearing
exotic frilly clothes that no one would
dare touch. Prince, to many others,
became an icon that represented
freedom, acceptance and self-expression,
as well as being the incredible musical
genius he was.

His songs such as “If | Was Your Girlfriend”
(1987) and “I Would Die 4 U” (1984), were
songs that reached out to the LGBT+
community especially. “If 1 Was Your
Girlfriend” touched upon topics such as
gender swapping and being lesbian. “I
Would Die 4 U”, on the other hand, has
lyrics such as “I’'m not a woman / I'm not a
man / | am something that you'll never
understand” which has sparked some
interest within the LGBT+ community and
the general public and resulted in
questioning what Prince’s sexuality and
gender was. The media was (and still is) so
engrossed in one’s sexual orientation,
gender identity and their personal lives
rather than the impact their music might
have on the community around them. Itis
our job as those who have a passion for
music and as LGBT+ advocates to make
sure we bring back the focus on music and
especially music related to the LGBT+
community in order to raise more
awareness and create a safe space
through music.



Elton John is another music icon that to
this day stands as an LGBT+ advocate
even though he refuses to write songs
about his personal life. His song “Don’t
Let The Sun Go Down On Me” originally
released in 1974, then covered in a live
version by Elton John and George Michael
released in 1991, which became even
more successful as the money raised
went to the AIDs Foundation and
children’s charities. He has been closely
working with the AIDs Foundation since
1992,

David Bowie

Elton John’s kindness to hand over his
money to charities has been admired and
followed upon by many others, and has
inspired younger artists to use their
platforms to help others.

Another LGBT+ musician that has shaped
the music industry is Freddie Mercury, the
lead singer of Queen. In 1975, Queen
released their top hit song “Bohemian
Rhapsody” in which Mercury came out as
gay though the lyrics “Mama, | just killed a
man / put a gun against his head / pull my
trigger, now he’s dead” which refers to
killing off the old version of himself to
embrace his homosexuality. These lyrics
hit the LGBT+ community because
Mercury rarely talked about his sexuality.
Bohemian Rhapsody is a 5-minute-long
song which portrays different styles of
music and this, itself, has had a major
impact in society and music. Even to this
day, this song remains as an iconic
anthem for people of all ages, and types.
Only Queen could do that.

Lady Gaga is another legendary LGBT+
icon for many individuals of this
generation. She is exquisite, musically
talented, outspoken, and has continued
to inspire several young people of today’s
generation. She had spoken out about her
sexuality saying, “It’s not a lie that | am
bisexual and | like women. This is who |
am and who | have always been,” She
reiterated the idea that “we are not
mentally ill, it’s who we are, accept it” and
this has strengthened the community. Her

hit single “Born This Way” released in
—

Lady Gaga

2011, is a widely known LGBT+ anthem
that has also reached out to the LGBT+
community with open arms and is loved
by many. Inspired by David Bowie, Gaga
also had great stage presence expressing
herself through fashion and costumes she
broke everyone’s expectations. She spoke
about social issues including gay rights
and stood up for victims of rape. Gaga
encourages us to talk, to make people
think and create ideas to work towards
change.

Other LGBT+ musicians of history
include Sylvester,  Pet Shop Boys, Little
Richard, George Michael among several
others. LGBT+ musicians of our
generation include Adam Lambert,
Christina Aguilera, Will Young, Sam Smith,
Troye Sivan, alongside many more.
Progressively, there are LGBT+ musicians
emerging in the Asian community such as
Awkwafina (a singer that tackles topics
of sexuality, race and negative
stereotypes into her music), Margaret
Cho (an openly bisexual
singer-songwriter/actor/producer  born
into a Korean family residing in
California) and Leslie Cheung (bisexual
singer/actor from Hong Kong).

Leslie Cheung was an influential LGBT+
singer/actor from Hong Kong. He was a
bisexual icon that reached out to many
people in the South-East Asian
communities with his music and his acting
career. He is one of the founding fathers
of “Cantopop”- a genre of Cantonese
music made in Hong Kong. Cheung
became one of the first Hong Kong actors
to play a gay character on-screen.
Released in 1995, his post-retirement
album, “Most Beloved” was one of his
most successful albums including songs
from movies he performed in, such as
“He’s a Woman, She’s a Man”. His album,
“Leslie Beloved” was released in 2004
after his death was also another fan



favourite. Cheung had mentioned in
interviews that his depression had
developed from the negative comments
about his gender-swapping in his Passion
Tour and he had planned to retire from
stage performances due to the strain of
being a queer artist in Hong Kong. Even
after Cheung’s death, the media
continued to focus primarily on his sexual
identity rather than his achievements in
the acting and music industries. This goes
back to the previous point about how the
media tends to focus on one’s sexuality
rather than their achievements and their
impact on the world. The media has a
habit of focusing excessively on the
artist’s sexual orientation and gender
identity that can sometimes be portrayed
in a negative form. Although the music
they create may come from experiences
that are related to their sexuality or
gender identity, it does not mean that it is
the most intriguing part about them,
there is a whole person to be discovered.

India’s first transgender band called 6
Pack Band made a debut with their cover
of “Happy” by Pharrell Williams. The song
became a viral hit getting more than
600,000 views under 24 hours.

IS JUST TO LOVE
AND BE LOVED

David Bowie

Their version of the song titled “Happy
Hai Hum” which has Indian undertones
and a Bollywood, feel-good vibe to it, has
reached out to the transgender
community in India as well as around the
world. Their next video “Sab Rab De
Bande” (translated to “We are all children
of God”), was released on India’s Republic
Day, January 26th featuring a prominent
Indian singer Sonu Nigam. The 6 Pack
Band has had a large influence on the
transgender community in India making
transgender individuals feel accepted as
they are. They stand as a voice for those
that can’t speak out on their own due to
suppression in their communities and are
unable to openly be themselves. This is
immensely important in countries where
there is still a lot of work to be done to
have equal rights for all.

Proud Voices, an Asian LGBT+ choir
network, has been growing in size with
incredible choirs from all across Asia.
Choirs include the Beijing Queer Chorus
(the largest and only public performing
LGBT+ choir in China) and G Major Chorus
(gay chorus registered in Taiwan singing
songs from a range of different styles)
alongside many other choirs in Asia.

India’sHfirst transgender band
. ™\ s o e ®

AT THE END OF THE D!
YOU WONT BE HAPPY.U
YOU LOVE YOUR

This choir network has created an
impressive safe community of its own
where people are allowed to express
themselves through this form of music
and to work alongside other people who
share the same beliefs, which is great!

As you can see, the LGBT+ community in
music is growing rapidly and all for the
better. It has opened several doorways for
people in the LGBT+ community that have
a passion in music to do what they love.
These musicians have inspired millions
across the world and have fought for the
rights of the LGBT+ community
everywhere, coming one step closer to
equality for all. Keep in mind what icons
such as David Bowie or Lady Gaga have
been trying to tell us: to be ourselves, to
be different, to speak our minds for what
we believe in and to work towards the
change we want to see in this world.
Whether you are part of the community
by being LGBT+ or simply being an ally, we
need more outspoken voices to stand for
those who cannot speak and music helps
you do just that, and will continue to do
S0.
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ow can anything be more important to me
than my reality? We all have our own unique reality
and it affects our lives to a great degree; it advances
our desire to live, it separates us from the rest and
makes us feel that we matter. What matters the
world to me may not mean anything to you and vice
versa but just because you cannot comprehend
something doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist or isn’t real.
Unfortunately, most of us are too ignorant and
narrow-minded to unhesitatingly oppose what we
cannot come to terms with. We let our loved ones
down and sometimes we even drive them to give up
on themselves simply because we believe only what
we can understand is true and accurate.

Mental illnesses are not a new thing to the world — it
has always been there. Depression, among other
mental illnesses, holds a special place. It existed far
back in the past, it exists today and it will, sadly,
continue to exist in future, too. The number of
persons the world lost due to depression and the
number of suffering souls living with depression is
tremendous. You may have enjoyed the work of
musicians, actors and writers who battled with
depression and thought how magnificent and artistic
their minds are. But you never see the obscure
darkness they tried to suppress and cover up through
their creations until they decide to leave this world.
Sadly, it’s only when infamous figures die people start
talking about the gravity of mental health, we tend to
forget about millions of ordinary people who struggle
with depression.

| believe the term ‘depression’ is overused to refer to
occasional negative feelings such as sadness, despair
and inertia. But sometimes, aforementioned
negative feelings arise more often and persist,
gradually weakening us and making it difficult and
sometimes nearly impossible even to perform trivial
daily chores. These feelings last longer and get
stronger. There are people who battle with
depression for years, decades and sometimes the
rest of their life. There is a fine difference between
so-called depression you may experience

immediately after a bad experience which declines
with time and depression which is quite capable of
stealing the very meaning of your life. It can slowly,
relentlessly and completely take your happiness,
motivation and sometimes will to live, away.

It could be your wife who doesn’t reciprocate your
love; it could be your father who spends half of all his
money for booze; it could be your child who’s always
exhausted and is nowhere near good grades; it could
be your employee who’s always behind the
deadlines; it could be your best friend who you think
changed with time; or, it could already be you who is
always sad and cannot see the slightest good in life.
Depression is roaming around us, living with and
among us and sometimes growing within us, turning
our lives into a lifeless existence. In order to fight
depressive thoughts, people who struggle with
depression sometimes choose coping-mechanisms.
Coping-mechanisms may range from extreme
self-harming such as cutting, burning or substance
abuse to insatiate addiction to sleep, work, songs or
video games. So if any person known to you indicates
any of above, there is a chance that they may be
struggling.

The question is, what would do you about it? Would
you keep ignoring that person in your life until they
fall apart or would you at least try to accept what you
cannot understand? It’s okay to not understand
depression perfectly. As a matter of fact, you cannot
understand what depression really is as much as a
person who has in actuality experienced it. You don’t
have to do much. Just lend your ears and be with
them, give them a semblance of hope, let them know
that they are adequate and important to you — that’s
more than sufficient to be the reason they don’t give
up.

If you or someone you know is struggling, don’t
hesitate to seek help!

Source of images -http://miamioh.edu
http://www.lawyerswithdepression.com/resources/
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aul Harfleet, a London based artist, plants
pansies at sites of homophobic abuse. The flower is
photographed once it’s planted and posted on his
website, The Pansy Project, with a title/caption after
the abuse that took place in that location. Harfleet
began planting pansies to mark his own experience of
homophobia on the streets of Manchester, now he
plants pansies for others.

It all began in Manchester where Harfleet was raised
: into an accepting home, but a very homophobic
A T environment where homophobic gangs started
throwing stones at his then boyfriend. Though he had
become accustomed to this type of abusive
behaviour, Harfleet soon realised his friends had
disagreed and encouraged him to begin to resist this
type of violent behaviour towards homosexuals. In
order to change the way he felt about the locations
and the memories connected to it, he began planting
pansies at those locations, the same way people
place flowers at a scene of crime or accident.

Harfleet chose this species of plant in particular
because the word in itself refers to a gay man. It also
originates from the French verb: pensar (to think) as
the flower was seen to have a bowing head which
~ seemed to portray a person in deep thought. Harfleet
said:  “Planting them really did become
transformative- it changed the way | felt about the
location. When they become associated with
resistance to something like a hate crime, they
become powerful. It was a simple and peaceful way

of confronting homophobia.”



|

“C’est Degueulasse!” Mont Parnasse’, Paris, France 2015,

Planted duri'n% the fifming of ‘Les Pensees de Paul’.
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“Schwein!”*Graffiti on.an LGBT poster, CERN, Geneva
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Paul Harfleet has planted pansies all around the
world starting in Manchester, his home town,
working his way around London and the UK and
into countries like Switzerland, France, Sweden,
Belgium, Austria, Germany, USA, Turkey and
South Africa. Harfleet plans to travel the world
further and plant pansies in more challenging
locations.

Pansy Boy, a picture book, written and illustrated
by Paul Harfleet launched this summer (2017).
Told in rhyming couplets, it is the story about a
boy who loves to draw, read and write, who's
obsessed with planes, art and the world around
him. But when he returns to school, it's a
complete different story as he faces bullying and
homophobia. It will be available in bookstores in
the UK from this summer.

All in all, The Pansy Project will continue to
expand and help people to face up to
homophobia. Harfleet adds: “I hope that people
who hear about the project who then go on to
experience homophobia may remember the
project. In this case, the project becomes a
mental strategy for experiencing homophobia on
the streets.” You can support Paul Harfleet’s work
by checking out his website for the Pansy Project
http://www.thepansyproject.com, his Facebook
page https://www.fb.com/pansyproject/, or
Twitter page at @ThePansyProject.



“eeng 6 TewBm oL GSD ©®xs
otmadm BHEIEH® 5D eDDHE 68 SOBD HOG
DesBHE® sDBTMe®m® OO 65¢ wind) S
Bmom® ®HEdE e@e” (Surana Pushpendra, 2001)
BOED® HEMHBD O 68X  OHNOnE  GE®
SHDBEWONG, EMNDOMOE ) GODEBEIOE B
0@ V8OO ®om) Ten® ®en® B 6dnI®
86085 MGG B ao.

LGBTIQ B50808  0xeds  ©@es O30
o6@0meds grddn. DB 1924 & @rnd B8 eem
6 Heow De®’ da B8PS gHRdOE.
BOn o) Bewes BoBm tODOBS teH) RIS D8
o8 B &, 600 HEO®HD® BeHOS LGBTIQ 8edimm
50D @By 8 miers Obs 1969 ¢& s 28 &
eFoe®@med “Stonewall” B 5@HE 58125 GH@IGDB FTHY
8ERNenS gHODB. 68 8ERG ©HO® agre®dmd G
LGBTIQ g3e906e® aB8s toeH) § 6@ O5e00 pd®me
o) T8 OxSBn B8R HSD B DO BDEEIMOC®D
sDBOEDO . DB 5dsE0E 6@ EHE BOHBSO 55
B8 Fre®md G SNBD 5@ u) S &5eHd 6eOH
©B® ©0ed8 cadluw BB DOEm ®O® OGtenH
FEDND OIBBGES DG ¢ B0 QRD.

LGBTIQ @35 O50e000@ 95mnen 88Rcd ®edwsenede
19 O® 80ded 65D crme® Bl & god 1870 d9®
BSeOIDWmH a6 NEE 68 BERED FOMBDEG 6NYDTS
&5HD 6eds ©@1S MHWABSE AMBEDD BRBTESRO
OB D500 B8 RO 6O gt D BO ®eB®. DBE
qe03BK ®) Fre®dw) @5mee 1950 ®) 1960 cHORE
©otlmadm OB 6@ HEDMOB®) 600 HEHDes
D500 DVAE®B EOEDO 5@ ¢S RS BB B

58l melal @a)

adzel aiElna

58REmOe®® OB DS D100 epoddm B®5 1980 O
ge O30 6®® BoBw HODOBSE® 8xs DBENODE DVO®G
@3 6@iDn &) crROD B, HES 60 FgORNHS BBEN6E
BB OV@D BHEEHOD B8 cHHED O s DD 5D
@06, Do®s 60 D8 OBBWBOB 5 e8esw/e03®ne
6 gBNGE 6NOD D PDE GG SV GO
@ PSnE BB DN 9 arsd Be®. World Economic
Forum ®8% @EHsmO® epNOnd e6@¥mer MEsm®s 23
608 Dy cenBwdD BBuS. deess ©BOBZoH SHm
668D B8Bmem 5% LGBTIQ Bxde essc 6@es ere®@dmnd,
cm®) E8and, HOBEBD®G, FDS, 6HCHEBDHE, 3T,
DeDEND, RSB, edied, LBV, clrred, SSRHG,
FEHEBDG, 55 RSDEIVDB D& OIIBBS BEHS DG BDE®.

BoB® 8ODOBS 6@ BEIEHES B BBe 6®® LGBTIQ
2590 BB BoBw EDS ) 38 830t e5@158NdD DB O
5B DO6®D HO FRHBND 6END® BTSHBD 5’ cO®
Bdess 6@ HIESI® BB, HES D@ BoBBBEE D) &)
Be® BoBwE acHel, BOBBD BB, oD BoBHw
55D, £OBoBD BBMNO 6m) DN B Bt 60O eHd
6608 =O8® 6@ MEEEn DeTOMBDO B3OGTBHE O
@ce®. LGBTIQ &5e9HD k) e5@1es e58@men® Do) B Bdest e@es
6 RHOE HEBOSS. VPBe® BBR BB EHZHS
@& S8 DO B t5oBERGE 6@ 6OIBe®® 6XNETD.
D80 OSINMY SEW@SORD EXen 6w B8 HeHd EBw®
&0 g8 DD gednde® wrHmd der. D HOB®
MND OB6B ©OXS, 6EGEIED DD HBdDOB. BIS
BB MDABG VPV 6eNE B FRDHBDIID 6EIR
DDDO0 e 6DHB. 5@ N0 ®OB) BB REBED
&ENS PP OB BOBD B OB RO BO WrHG. BB
£5OD0BDe® @D GBS DADBORD gocd QS BB
DD s N0 En DOD RO OB Ox1eNd tcH) BB




NPEBEE  BHEEIHG DO ©BO®
HOB0D Owens BPJew @nd
508 oD DD HBBe®
©oBNDE Ot HEBDO  30DNI®
O3B W8 636D® RIWIOE O®
WOy @, 9@ Thens
237663 B OGBS DB OEBD
6D DO 6MQIERD. G
0®E6 0NE GBoBm ©ODOBIes
@0 gB88 ) BB .BwTO®
88cd 5059 cLODES VYBeE
63)g ®EHS FHHZMNO 6@BD®)
08508 O8> S NADGS.
BOBoBDBOG HestIRGE &) gSemd
DVEIDED 6EE @IS PSS SO,
HODEAEE 6@HSEE 6eNE FOHDBMOR
65D OED® ® eEHoIED
GOGB) BCH) NGB §HEmond @D
oco® 8 oudes agdoe Vo
OSBHEDE CoDBDD BTG,

0B 805
Do ALENT 020D;

~

@e3ec3

Brg econ 9CEe®
80 aB3835Ra.

#decriminalisenow

#lgbtigrightsarehumanrights

00 868 ScHmesd 8OO0 Eaw) £
D8 D8 ged®eds ezl ¢SO 808. »S
600 gD B oS OB B 60O JhHd ¢
608 @H»d E®EOO grd d» gund VS
Bcwedd 38a8 s 98¢ a8 S) Q3 g885
Q@De® DOgLIEE DHDOc B8D6 s GHDE...

SOBoBDTOE BBEDM®SE) (eSSBS
HBBEDO BENBG DG CrdOD B
god O @ OHesen® eNes’
asSD0 DBEHES WA 8 SBEOD
sO8® 8 6B @B NG
BoBw OB OB 6® Of) @eR.
O Oxend ®»om) eng 6@
FODBMD 6EeNE) DE) OBO0 OB
Bde o® cotnmcn Boeed god
@30 D5wend sO8® HBOErH BB
cOneE 6®) SO8® Dxwe E® Do
85000  SOBnm 9
ges®) 6med. 5O38 ® ®8® BoBHm
0aODOBE B8Rcd cHwdedh OB
B8R Crm®md ®BO® gnd DS
©6® OB cagy 8o
DABOR BOBBDEOn B8RO &S
RO & eweds 505D crlHNCH
DBE w8 e06d. OG Dt O
BB OB @nd SBD®
BQOTBEEG BED) GEIMBIMBO) BB
DO sO8® ORE® GIPRHGS.
s @O NOe8dS BoBw®
aODOBBes BB o) IR
©BoDNDODEB croOD BSBG. DB
0@ 60I® O3B OHrwmBS
6RO 6080 9D HEIHTE®
Beeds S 6wed® ©@es caddn

©® g0 000D &stdS PO Qred.
BoBw 0OBBed GBS EmtSe0
e@imn ghd aB808nd Oxend Bg
eel. Tens BB ®OG 6@ GSS
EN@eBO o) s5OE® 581 PSSO
98 B REH®D B 6weOH. DBE
BB ODOBSEE @D gGglss
EMeS® e QS BB ey wod®
oo D0 Redetd VPSeE 6e0g
FODBMD 6EE) DB @EHOO eNEG
RN G DO DG DG BDG.

DD @O 6duts BeDRO mn BHHOO
5D ) sOBB. B HOBS ®®
BoBm 6d0 THD ewedd SOB®
e mAnn ne OB ae®imemd
&R0 ©O8® 5eed8S. ©etsten®
®8ed Scwetd BONDOO Exw L)
DB Ry geSw®eds cztd
c3d) 808. 88 ©®0 gd®vw» B
oS @OME B 608 HHd ¢
008D @M% DEDEOR gow O®
g0 DBe Bewedd BBHS 6@
98¢ S 8 QB» B8 ided
DogeIcs BPSBOe BBDs GMG
6358, detd emOFex; 58 Do
B©@MBOMODEEE  316EIBD®IOG
63® 5edD®rD @IS .




A collaborative effort by Tanya
Warnakulasuriya and Udhara de Silva
brings out inspiring home-grown
stories of well-known personalities,
placing Sri Lankan lives on the world
map.

For many Sri Lankans, it is a difficult task to find inspiring
stories within our country, not due to the shortage of
stories but rather, due to those stories not being told in a
widely available medium. ‘A Life Less Ordinary’ attempts
to grapple with this shortage by showcasing a podcast
series that can be accessed by anyone, from anywhere.

If you feel like you are in the wrong place at the wrong
time, unable to find the motivation to follow your
dreames, this podcast series is sure to inspire you.

Tanya currently works as the Arts Manager for the British
Council Colombo and previously managed the global
operations at BBC News for over 15 years. Udhara is a
creative consultant who is involved in advertising and
digital marketing.

Their shared interest in telling inspiring stories led them
to venture out on a joint project to showcase Sri Lankan
role models who have achieved the unthinkable in their
own right.

As with most cases, the media tends to build a

certain image about a person and that is in itself N S 3 A

magical and necessary for promotional purposes, Q ‘ £\ K A N j J Y‘rf

yet the deconstruction of how these well-known We have all often felt alienated in our journeys, bogged by social

figures achieve the unimaginable is another art in expectations and our own prejudices but as Udhara puts it “If you

itself. can break free from the limitations that have been placed on you
and reinforced by yourself, you can do anything you want. You

The creators of this series of podcasts have sought really can”

out to bring about just that. Tanya and Udhara want

to bring about the human aspect to these A Life Less Ordinary will premiere on the 1st September 2017. You

well-known personalities thus making their stories can download A Life Less Ordinary on the iOS App, Android App or

more relatable to anyone listening to them. their website www.lifelessordinary.asia

Each individual story on the show takes an
unexpected twist but they will continue to inspire
you nonetheless, Udhara and Tanya promise. The
guests’ shared appetite for life, their tenacity, the
discipline in achieving their goals and the of lack of
bitterness towards those who have been against
them has been the primary lesson for the creators.

Members of the Lankan LGBTIQ community in
particular don’t have many role models look up to,
yet we can take guidance in the stories of other Sri
Lankans who have achieved their goals against
insurmountable odds.
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Signature Move

Signature Move, USA
BWector: Jennifer Reeder

I .- Signature Move is the story of Zaynab,
he 8th edition of the KASHISH an American Muslim lesbian, who hides

Mumbai International Queer Film two things from her homebound,

Festival was held from the 24-28th & conservative mother Parveen: her

of May under the direction of i g .. | budding  relationship.  with  a

Sridhar Rangayan. The festival > N - Mexican-Ameggafg@ggman Alma and
S ¢ > her growing fascination with wrestling!

was hosted under the theme It's a beautiful rendition of a journey in

“Diverse, One” which delves deep search of an identity.

into the lives of LGBTIQ lives,

exploring the diversity that unites ’ N > . .

us in the trials and tribulations we , o Chronicles of Hari

face as a community.

Chronicles of Hari, INDIA

. Director Ananya Kasaravalli
The festival screened a total |

number of 147 films from 45 . X it is a beautiful story of a man who made

countries debuting films from . i X g a mark in performing the female parts in

countries such as Armenia, Nigeria ‘ ‘ JRiR2cana theatre and the struggle he
D ’ 8} faced when he deciding to take the part

Kosovo, Rwanda, UAE, Trinidad & 8 out of the stage.

Tobago and Aruba.

Here are some of the movies that
truly made a mark in the schedule.

Only Men Go to the Grave

Source: mumbaiqueerfest.com / www.thehindu.com I I I

Only Men Go to the Grave, UAE

Dirqc'g(')r:.Ab(qkllla',Aﬂllfﬁabi

\;F/d A Y (\{/
A mother welcomes her estranged
daughters to tell them a secret.

Unfortunately, she accidentally dies

Lwhile sharing it. During the funeral, the

““daughters try to deal with their mother’s
sudden death and also work together to
unveil her secret by looking for clues
from visitors while unravelling their own
lives.

WHITE NIGHTS (Velutha Rathrikal)

WHITE NIGHTS (Velutha Rathrikal)
Director: Razi Muhammed

A local and contemporary adaptation of
the eponymous novel by Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, White Nights follows the lives
of Manu, Jyoti and Chelly as the movie

unravels the dilemma of Chelly and her )
bisexual love triangle. : ~ Two Soft Things, Two Hard Things

Two Soft Things, Two Hard Things, CANADA
Directors: Mark Kenneth Woods and Michael Yerxa

g This documentary explores the complexities of a
@,THNGS, TWO HARD THINGS remote Arctic community holding an LGBTQ pride

-'-“'.“a“.:.;:"-""“"" celebration.

MIOUEL YEDIA



e O b

B> @0 c® 05
6®D @D 88 ey
B> 8508 20y
g0 o® e® &en
OO &)
GEBD..

®6® cHHR®O

®0 6608

S B..
BODEES..
cdets® Dy &
BENdO B Bu®
OB

CS® @O..

B® @O

o®m Bog..

6tES0 &0
50Ds RO

805 edS®
PN e WOBHO
20 Do HBSOE s
Do® D DBBOE -
B e &

N IGINCORO IILC)
>08..
O3]

68 DceO® k
5@ 9e3000..| b B

- 588 SasSe |
eed

Y

60O 6OBBeHEME®
Bnss 638a6...

¢zt oe0 QoBB.

200 @06 c® B8R gxmOn
aee3e®3eDe0 g . b ?,
5030 edmens ¢85 8¢ ¥

595 ed 6ed5. \ b YN
08 e 60 fﬁfiﬁ%ﬁ 3
& oced 68, (7. ,;&m? B\
863 §eess 8O \

50 ®E) I BRYY cHB®G :
BEOS 5000 6 w6 SR,
©0 P8 eN0EDBS
@ 8OOy

OO condm.
Bcds ctlien®sd
o8 g E® &td
850080 6@

O B0nNctd RBD.
Do D WD
B0 e
OBest3 EBD

Q0]

BHDeES epdD
@008 BERS
®EDD BNOY S,

- 80 BeDIB

®) Bud 693 ®E 6568 EDEHOLO 5O
5RE OB OB D Fre® @ODEDS OD...
98 8O ag OB &z ©®re @) SueTE..,
Bmes ¢ O DiBn DO Steed 80t O
o e ¢ 603 BF et @m O € &g
DO 8 6dits B 6®S &E 6CEILR...

e 65D Dl OES REOD DO®
® Bo® g63® &8 chede s30cd...........

- &8¢

200 GtdEX...

a® Bo cdets gic ®EY) B® Dotdes ¢ FOBB®D

0t 58 G® 9otd SR B8O B DSOS et Br8n
QOB BI@) €t Ries 6ENEBS B8 WEDO ErdER®

DO epeodHEY...
e 8550y ...

ARV & o

BReS ice pecdn...
epEBOB eecedt B
&O0E, BEDGE...

\ ! 65D Red ecdEs
6296MNSE, D B 6BO®...
g0 Bed g 6®e@is
B oo wOPS...

- gbes 8850

DO e Bnn

83008 308 bt DG e
2308® 2300 B O De®’d
B8 gmetd OO B,
2308 DEDO oTed ecmE

gt Bdecs B0 6emB
5000 doenm @ Em)
edB BE) BI0D

R B 6D@OO Hem® O
e® 80m B B AR

L\ B 5590 \g ‘
e®38) m&%ﬁ@ SO 4
- €88 8{5&@)@5 "4

-l

> 7



There again you saw the tall gates of expectation, *
The silence, the obedience, the tolerance.

The corroded padlock,

digging through your wrists, like the crucified.

The thick red fountain oozing from your veins,
now SPLATTERS on the face of Life.

With stains like patch work,
Like a work of art,
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The long dungeon of memory,
Where childhood stares at you; o 660D 60 9gss
Unblinking, RO 660 058 Oz eI
Nudging you never to fgrget &0 6O@ Deeds 9emd...
Those shameful memories 4
You'd tucked in tight.
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He Ioolfs at you. as at a mirror, 28 O 8o O
Observing the little flaws to mourn about, o B
Complain about and throw a tantrum about. 2 g8em0 80 gen
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The slender path of absolute bliss, %68 6360
Winding and winding and winding -
Unending, 653@8 &Q@... 88@{5 go meﬁ@
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o check the blood on you : - &8e ¢ 83™
The sweet blood of a battering, 00 8ol Bewwd)...
you shouldn’t have gone through, ' 4
But they made you go through anyway. \ (M o860 HEIOO
You sat there behind the bars of life and rule, :
You pondered on your doings. ~ \ 2e® el dcoss

You stare back at him and think now - Anchor'd in thee, eald and strong to protect thou,

How dare his silence

Thine little and mates, live in peace and love;
Taps now at your door. Tis rain, green and timber bestowed by thy grace.
Wide and steady are thy might, deep blue:

Thither, bound to last and merry till entity.

- Oshanthaka Cabraal

Wight-greedy, envious for thy might and power;
High upon 'tis plain blue and white; glad and free,
Compounded from thy love's sacrifice; flight.

But thy felling is oft just and glory,

'Lease sight into thine, killing thee;

Erstwhile now not, squalls only drought and dirt;
Centuries of awe and lustre is rust,

"Saw, breathed and quenched; hereat new of life is not,
Be here all, yea did naught than say!"

- Grey and Green




TRANSGENDER
DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE

: d
16 Days

of Activism
Against
Gender-Based
Violence
Campaign

November 25 - December 10

| BEST COSTUME WILL RECEIVE A PRIZE ~
4 S0 COME DRESSED TO (MPRESS!

DATE: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2017
VENUE: EQUAL GROUND
TIME: 7 PM ONWARDS
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For more information and RSVP contact Sriyal at SriyalN@equalgroundsrilanka.com or 011-2805187
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Monday to Friday 9.30am - 5.30pm

General counseling line- +94112805187

Lesbian and Bisexual women counseling Line - +94115679766
Transgender counseling line- +94115734530
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Are you a woman who loves women? A man who loves
men? Do you love both men and women? Are you
having issues with your sexual orientation or your
gender identity?

Do you feel isolated because cannot share your
thoughts and aspirations with anyone?

If you answered “YES” to any of the questions above, then
do give our trained counsellors a call.

We offer a free general counselling service for Lesbian,
Gay, Transgender and Questioning (LGBTIQ) persons and
a counselling service specifically for Lesbian and Bisexual
women through a secure and cnfidential hotline.
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